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Principal’s Report 
 
Our Vision Statement 
There is a prosperous path for every child. Each journey is 
theirs to lead. There is a place in which every child can 
shine. 
 
Our Mission Statement 
Identify the talent, develop the confidence and create the 
leader. 
 
Our Attitude 
Gratitude: Be thankful for what we have. 
Empathy: Practice random acts of kindness. 
Mindfulness: Keep in the present moment. 
 
Our Habits 

1. Be proactive (I’m in charge) 

2. Begin with the end in mind (have a plan) 

3. Put first things first (work before play) 

4. Think win-win (everyone can win) 

5. Seek first to understand, then to be understood (listen 

before you talk) 

6. Synergise (together is better) 

7. Sharpen the saw (balance feels best) 
 

Our Motto 
Always Moving Forward 
 
Term 1 Swimming Program 
This term Pete McGettigan along with Charlene Macklin and 
Anna Slykhuis, led our students to our best placement ever 
in the Mordialloc District Carnival. Some of our students 
qualified for the next level and represented our school well at 
the Kingston District Carnival. What a great achievement. 
 

Car Boot Sale 

Recently the Parktone Social Group managed the annual 
Car Boot Sale event. With an increased number of sellers, 
this year’s activity was a great success. Thank you to all the 
parents and families who participated. 
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Capital Works Up-date 
Next term the team of architects will be ready to 
share proposed plans of the multipurpose centre. 
This will be an opportunity for our community 
members to view the concept and provide 
feedback. 
 
School Brochure 
The 2018 K-P Transition brochure was delivered 
to pre-schools last week. The brochure highlights 
our exceptional programs and rich Seven Habits 
culture. 
 
School Tours 
2018 Prep tours will commence in April. Twenty-
four day and evening tours have been scheduled 
through to September. We have bookings 
already. The schools promotional DVD will be a 
feature of the tours, providing visitors with greater 
insight of our philosophy, expectations and 
practices. Parktone parents with pre-schoolers 
beginning Prep next year are encouraged to 
enrol their children as soon as possible. 
Information packs and enrolment forms are 
available from the office and can be downloaded 
from the school’s website. 
 

Early Dismissal 

The students will be dismissed at 2:30pm on 

Friday. A whole-school assembly will commence 

at 2:15pm. 

 

Thought for the Week 

You are rich when you are content and happy 

with what you have. 

 

Have a great and safe Easter break. 

 

 

 

 

Kind Regards, 
George Danson 
Principal 

 
 
 
 

  

School Council 2017  
On Monday March 21st we held the Parktone 
Annual General Meeting.  We farewelled retiring 
councillors and welcomed the new.   
We thank Paul Bender, Paul Withington and 
Alison Hill for their service to the school 
community as councillors.  Their contributions 
ensured the school’s ongoing growth and 
success. 
 

School Council Membership 
President: David Shepard 
Vice President: Linda Murray 
Treasurer: Rachelle Rodgers 
Secretary: Nadine Robinson 
Parent Members:  

- Briony Hunter 
- Tina Richardson 
- Ilinka Lazic 
- Michelle Murphy  

Staff Members:   
- George Danson 
- Caleb Peterson 

  
Term Two Planning 
Reducing differences between classrooms is 
always one of Parktone’s Annual 
Implementation Plan goals. Over the past week 
the teachers spent one day planning Term 2 
programs with their professional learning teams. 
This process ensures the students access high 
quality lessons that are consistent across the 
cohort.  
 
Leader in Me Light House Tours 
Last week a number of school leaders visited 
Parktone to observe our unique culture and how 
we teach the 7 Habits. The staff and students 
unconsciously modelled proactive language and 
behaviours, which made a big impression on 
our visitors. Our Leader in Me coordinator Laura 
Carolan led the tours and briefed the visitors. 

 
 



   
Year 5/6 Adventure Narratives 

 
For the first five weeks of term, students in Year 5 & 6 completed an in-depth study of the Adventure 
Narrative genre in Writing, in which the students completed their own adventure stories. Across the 
classes there were some outstanding results that are well worth celebrating, such as Laoise's 
adventure, titled 'Lost'. We encourage you to pop in and read your child's work, and celebrate their 
success in this unit with them.  

 

LOST – An Adventure, by Laoise Commerford, 5/6CP  
I look around and see no one, hear no one. The seemingly endless wilderness spreads out in front of me, trees covered in snow 

swaying in the ice-cold wind. Pieces of debris are scattered across the dirt floor and in the distance, I can see a frozen-over lake 

covered in huge piles of snow. How did I get here? I wonder as I stroll around curiously. Before long, I remember how I had 

been on a small jet plane, flying towards New York, when suddenly there had been an enormous amount of turbulence, so 

much that the pilot had been forced to make an emergency landing in the middle of the vast wilderness. But where’s the plane? 

I continue walking around, searching for any remains of the plane, any survivors. There are none. I’m all alone. All by myself… 

It’s now even colder, so cold that I fear I may die from hypothermia if I don’t make a fire, find shelter. I’m wearing a jumper 

with a mint green ski jacket over the top, and yet my teeth are chattering and I’m shivering uncontrollably. I brush my wavy 

dark hair out of my emerald green eyes and set off to look for anything that will help me to get warmer. I walk for maybe 

twenty minutes until I come to a clearing. A huge rock wall stands there, four metres high, and with a small crevice inside, just 

big enough for a small human to fit comfortably. Once I’ve completed covering the entranceway I crawl in and, exhausted, I 

sleep. 

When I wake up, it’s warmer. A lot warmer. Through the cracks in my make-shift wall, I can see that the snow is starting to 

melt, the sun is emerging from behind two fluffy white clouds and I hear birds finally starting to chirp again. I start to 

appreciate how beautiful nature is, once I’m in the middle of some sort of wintery paradise. I place my hands on the rough dirt 

below me and push myself up so that I am standing. I stroll out of my shelter and only then do I realise how starving I am. I 

need food. I need food now! As I walk in search of something to eat, I realise that I’ve been out here for a day. How long will it 

take for someone to rescue me? One, two days maybe? In a straight line, I walk, in search of something, of anything that I can 

eat. My eyes the spot the berries. Tiny, blood red berries, but berries nevertheless. As quickly as I can, I sprint towards them, 

take a gigantic handful and stuff them in my mouth. They taste rotten, disgusting, yet they’re food. The only food I’ve eaten in 

what, twenty-six hours? I gobble them up greedily and, before I know it, I’ve eaten the whole entire bush. Finally, something 

good has happened to me, I think, smiling.  

My throat burns. A dry, scorching burn. Water, I think. That’s all I need, except for someone to come rescue me, of course. I 

stagger further into the wilderness searching for anything that can quench my thirst. In the distance, I catch sight of a slender 

tree with hundreds of limbs branching off the trunk. However, this is not what catches my attention the most. It’s the snow. 

The slowly melting snow. Excitedly, I cup my hands underneath a dripping branch and drink. Cool, fresh water fills my mouth. 

It tastes wonderful, Absolutely wonderful. 

The sky has started to slowly darken, the amber sun setting behind the thin trees. It’s so peaceful here, unlike the city where 

all you can hear are cars and planes. Wait. Am I imagining it? No. There it is again. The unmistakeable sound of a helicopter. A 

real helicopter. All of a sudden, I’m standing on my feet, waving my arms around crazily. “Help! Help! HELP ME!” I shout at the 

top of my lungs. Just when I think that the helicopter is gone, my only chance of being rescued, gone, the whirring noise of the 

chopper gets closer towards me. The helicopter descends, down, down towards me, and I start cheering, so happy, so relieved 

that I’ve finally been saved. The dark blue door opens, and I sprint inside and collapse, so exhausted, so relieved that I’m out, 

finally out of the wilderness… 
 



 

 
 
 
 
  

 

CARLA’S ART 
Carla in 4SO is a talented artist. Last week her father put on an art show, showing off 
some of her best work. It was so special to see Carla so proud of her artwork. Here 
are some photos to show Carla’s amazing talent. Well done Carla.  
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 
 
 
School Banking Information Session. 
 
PARKTONE PRIMARY   is excited to offer the Commonwealth Bank School Banking program to all students. 

 
School Banking is a fun, interactive and engaging way for young Australians to learn about money and develop 
good savings habits. Children who deposit money into 
their Youthsaver account through School Banking earn 
Dollarmites tokens, which they can save up and redeem for 
exciting rewards. 
 
The rewards available during 2017 are: 
 
 

 Cyber Handball 

 Colour Change Markers 

 3D Chalk Set 

 Tablet Case 

 Smiley Emoji Keyring 

 Volt Handball 

 Pencil + Tech Case 

 Epic Earphones 

School Banking is also a great fundraiser for our school. Our school receives $5 when a student makes their first 
ever School Banking deposit and 5% on every deposit made through the school (to a maximum of $10 per 
individual deposit). 
 
School Banking day is  TUESDAY Each week you need to hand your bank book to your teacher ! 
 
We will be holding a School Banking Information Session at our school: 
Time: 3PM   
Date: FRIDAY 21ST APRIL  
Location: Assembly 
 

Please join us and find out more about the School Banking program and how your child can get involved.  
 
If you are interested in opening a Commonwealth Bank Youthsaver account for your child you can visit 
commbank.com.au/schoolbanking and click on the link to open a Youthsaver account. A School Banking 
representative will be available at the Information Session to show you how you can do this. In order to verify 
yourself and your child, you will need your driver’s licence and your child’s birth certificate, but if you don’t 
have these with you on the day, you can complete verification online at home. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Healthy Happy Me! 
 
Instead of using white sugar (which is void of 
any nutrition) try using coconut sugar. It comes 
from the nectar of coconut blossoms. As well 
as containing a bunch of minerals it has a 
glycemic index (GI) of 30 meaning it only 
spikes your blood sugar 30% in comparison to 
white sugar's 100. It still tastes very sweet but 
will give a much less sugar high and low. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

LOST 
BILBY 

If anyone finds this 
Bilby could they 

please hand it into 
the office. 

 

TERM 2 FINISHES 
AT 2.30PM ON 
FRIDAY 31ST 

MARCH 







 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 

In 2017, Parktone Primary will begin the 3rd phase of a BYOD (Bring Your Own Device – Laptop) 
program.  This program allows students to bring their own devices to school for educational use in 

the classroom. 
 
The ICT philosophy at Parktone recognizes that in the digital age, and with rapid and continuous 
changes in the ways that people share, use, develop and communicate with ICT, young people need 
to be highly skilled in its use.  To participate in a knowledge-based economy and to be empowered 
within a technologically sophisticated society now and into the future, students at Parktone 
Primary will be equipped with the knowledge, skills and confidence to make ICT work for them at 
school and at home. 
 
Parktone Primary has prepared to meet the needs of all aspects of the program.  Phase 1 of the 
program began at the end of last year with an upgrade to our wireless network capabilities and 
servers. Phase 2 involved meticulous research for selection of the ideal device for our teaching and 
learning needs.  We timed the selection and purchase of 70 of the devices with the end of a lease 
program which will see 30 four-year-old computers replaced with the devices and provide our 
students, teachers and technicians an opportunity to test the full capabilities as well as discover 
any limitations to be overcome prior to commencement of the 3rd phase. 
 
The following timeline has been determined for the full implementation of phase 3 

 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 

2017 Optional Required Highly 
Recommended 

Optional 

2018 Optional Required Required Highly 
Recommended 

2019 Optional Required Required Required 

The personal computing device that is brought to school must meet the specifications listed below 
in order to operate with our network: 
Operating system requirements: Windows 8 or higher 
Minimum screen size 11” 
8 hour battery life 
Minimum 4gb RAM 
Physical connected keyboard (no wireless or Bluetooth) 
USB port 
 

 



 

 

These are the same requirements expected of parents from Parkdale Secondary College.  The 
device that 
Parktone Primary has sourced and purchased for our own use has superior specifications than 
the minimum required by Parkdale Secondary College.  We are highly recommending the 
device (ACER SWITCH PRO 11) and future iterations of it as the preferred device for parents to 
purchase.   
 
We have sourced the device from Centre COM which is a company that has provided 
Parktone’s parents with a portal to purchase the device and streamline the process of 
purchasing, distribution through the school, software instillation by the school, warranty and 
repairs.  
At the moment Centre COM are prepared to offer to parents the same device that Parktone has 
purchased and is recommending, at the same prices that Parktone purchased 70 devices ($690 
+ GST), until stocks run out.  It is anticipated the next version (2017 model) of the same laptop 
will cost between $850 and $900.  The next version will be lighter and have a camera on both 
sides of the device. 
It is our vision to significantly increase the number of devices available to our Prep to Grade 2 
students and for every grade 3 to 6 student to have their own digital learning tool.  
At the moment there are only 5 devices per class which limits the range of online resources 
and software packages that can be used.  Each class only has access to the computer lab once 
per week and if a class requires every student to have access to a computer at any other time 
the teacher is required to organise a time with three other classes when they are not using 
their devices so the students can borrow them.  By providing students with their own digital 
learning tools organisational limitations will be removed and our staff will have access to 
methods of teaching that not only engage learners but enhance the efficiency of learning.   
Imagine a class in which at the push of a button: 

- a teacher is able to ‘push’ the content from their own screen to all students screens  

- a student can ‘push’ what they have been working on to the interactive television for all 

to see/edit/provide feedback 

- a teacher can ask key questions and instead of getting just one answer via a ‘hand-up’, 

every child’s thought/answer can be given and a teacher will receive instant and 

sometimes graphed knowledge of what the students are understanding. 

- Students can hear what they have written, say what they want to write and make real 

time edits 

- Students can create mini-films and take still shots to capture moments of learning, 

thought and work they are proud of 

- And so much more! 

Our School Council has endorsed this program.  
 
Please direct any further queries to Caleb Peterson. 
 

 


