
    
 
   
 
  

AUGUST 

2nd  Yr 5&6 Reach Program 

6th  Vic Netball Championships 

7th  Prep 100 Days of School 

 Yr 1&2 African Drumming 
Incursion 

 School Council Meeting 

15th            Science Open Night 
 

 9.30am Prep Orientation 
Session 

31st  District Athletics Day 

SEPTEMBER 

4th  School Council Meeting 

12th  9.30am Prep Orientation 
Session 

13th  Yr 6 - Puttin’ On The Hits 

14th  Book Week Dress Up Parade 

17th

– 
29th 

 Japan Study Tour 

21st  2.30pm Finish  
Last Day of Term 3 

OCTOBER 

8th  Term 4 Begins 

 Yr 2&3 & 4R&C - Swimming 
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Principal’s Report 
 

Thank you, Thank you, and Thank you! 
 

Students, staff and parents have welcomed me warmly into the 
Parktone PS community. 
The greatest delight was getting to know the students through 
visiting the classrooms, where I would retell my childhood stories or 
those of my two boys, Oliver and Fletcher or read a serial from a 
selection of books that I purchased over the term break just for 
Parktone PS children. 

 
 
 
 
 
I hope to get into the classroom every week to share a story.  I have 
noticed so far that Parktone students are happy, confident individuals 
who display an enthusiasm to learn. I recognise this is due to the 
Leader in Me culture of the school. 
The staff have been keen to get to know my quirky habits and me and 
likewise for me. We have shared many laughs and they are keen to 
inform me of all the great learning and procedures that take place at 
Parktone. I look forward to continuing my journey in getting to know 
the staff and what makes them, and the school itself tick. A special 
mention to Caleb who has spent a great deal of his personal time to 
get me up to speed in regards to how Parktone operates. Whenever I 
am in doubt, Caleb, Laura and Sophie as well as PLT leaders are happy 
to support me.  
 
The selection process of appointing a principal is a lengthy one. This 
required extraordinary School Council meetings for all school council 
members. For the members of the selection panel, there were 
countless hours of reading applications, shortlisting, interviewing and 
finally making a selection. I would like to thank all those who 
tirelessly gave their time to be part of the selection process of the 
Parktone PS principal. Many parents have come up to me over the 
past three weeks introducing themselves.  Whilst I am trying to learn 
names quickly, please forgive me if I give that blank facial look-
“What’s your name again?” 
 
The Trivia Night last Saturday was a great opportunity to get to know 
parents. As always, a core of parents work tirelessly to raisie funds for 
school projects. 



 
 
 

 
 
 

Edition 4 - Thursday 2ND August 2018 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

I would like to thank, Briony Hunter and Peta Tabuteau 
who were supported by Kerryn Jansons, Damien 
Costante, Kristen Gibson, Megan Selwood  and Chloe 
Morrison as well as staff member Cath Gryszan. We 
anticipate the event will raise approximately $10,000. 
Well done to all those who came along to support the 
night. 
 
School Review 

Caleb and I attended the School Review Professional 
Learning session at Bastow on the 17th July. This is an 
exciting time for the school as well as timely for me 
personally. During the review process we will celebrate 
what has worked well, what needs to improve and what 
is required to be implemented at Parktone PS in the next 
5 years to ensure every student has access to a world 
class education.  Since our last school review, there has 
been a number of changes to processes.  The new review 
and improvement approach commencing in 2018, helps 
Parktone to build on its strengths and differentiate our 
efforts. The new approach: 

 forges links between evidence, school review, 
and strategic and annual planning 

 obtains actionable insights from a differentiated 
method for understanding school performance 

 encompasses a suite of improvement supports 
and resources tailored to a school's context and 
needs. 

The new approach emphasises continuous improvement, 
and affirms that every student, no matter their 
background or circumstances, has a right to learn in a 
school unswervingly committed to improvement. It 
steadfastly holds that every school can and will improve. 
Good schools will become excellent schools. Excellent 
schools can, and do, become better. 

 
Changes to the school review model include: 

 the review is tailored to each school's individual 
needs and context, School Performance Group, 
improvement trajectory and level of self-awareness 
around self-evaluation and improvement 

 

 

 the procurement of school reviewers has changed to 
a matching process managed by central office, in 
order to reduce the administrative burden of the 
review 

 a stronger connection between school review and 
support, so that all schools receive the support they 
need 

 an enhanced focus on teaching practice and student 
learning 

 the inclusion of student voice and agency in school 
improvement journeys 

 challenge partner involvement in all school reviews, 
to provide a significant 'value-add' to the review 
process. 

All schools scheduled for a 2018 review will follow the 
same general steps: 

 Engage the whole school community in their pre-
review self-evaluation process 

 Complete the pre-review self-evaluation report in the 
term before their review 

 Select challenge partners in collaboration with their 
SEIL, and inform them of the recommended challenge 
partner training 

 Attend training on the new school review model and 
how to prepare for review (for SEILs, principals and 
leadership teams) 

 Provide school data to the reviewer and school 
review panel members 

 Participate in the review (with duration and scope 
determined on the Validation Day) 

 Develop their new School Strategic Plan following the 
review and monitor it through the Annual 
Implementation Plan 

 Participate in monitoring and support after the review 

The important dates for Parktone PS School Review are:- 

 
Validation Day:   29th October. 
Field Day:    7th November 
Panel Day:    8th November 
 
 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
How can you be part of this process? 
We will be seeking further feedback from parents to 
support the school review documentation. Further 
information on how and when this will be achieved will be 
communicated later. 
 
Other news 
 Amy Miller has taken maternity leave and is now at 

home looking after her healthy baby boy, Charlie 

James Miller. We wish Amy and Simon the very best in 

their journey as parents. Parktone staff and students 

look forward to personally meeting Charlie in the near 

future. 

 Congratulations to Sally Northcott who has achieved 

40 years’ service in education. This is an amazing 

achievement. Sally has taught many students over the 

years who have benefited from her excellent teaching 

skills.  

 On 24th July, random parents were asked to complete 

the Parent Opinion Survey. The Parent Opinion Survey 

seeks parent opinion on measures of school climate, 

student engagement and effective teaching practice 

known to influence student engagement and student 

outcomes. The survey is aligned with the Framework 

for Improving Student Outcomes and the Attitudes to 

School Survey. Schools use the survey results to help 

inform and direct future school planning and 

improvement strategies. A reminder to those parents 

selected that the closing date is the 26th August. 

The new stadium is taking shape. In the coming weeks the 

internal walls and floor will be built. It is anticipated that 

the completion date of the project will be at the end of 

November. Great news! This means we will be able to hold 

the 2018 Grade 6 Graduation in our new stadium. I, along 

with the students and staff cannot wait to see the final look 

of our stadium. 

I leave with this inspirational quote for you all to reflect 
upon:- 

 
Do you love life? Then do not squander time, for that is the 
stuff life is made of.                                     Benjamin Franklin     
 

Cheers 
Genevieve Casonato 

Principal 

 

STOLEN PLANTS 
This hole is all that is left of 6 plants that 
were stolen from the front of the school 
sometime between Friday night and 
Saturday morning. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Lesley our gardener 
spends many                  
hours creating, 
maintaining and 
caring for our 
gardens throughout 
the school for all of 
us to enjoy. She 
was deeply hurt that 
someone would do 
this.  
 
 

 
They stole 3 of 
the plants above 
and 3 of the  
plants to the  
right.  
Please  
remember if  
you see  
something, 
say something. 
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TRIVIA NIGHT SUCCESS 
 

We at Parktone would like to give a huge THANK YOU and 
congratulations to the Parktone Social Group (PSG) for putting together 

and running and very successful Trivia Night. 
Special thanks goes to Briony Hunter and Peta Tabuteau for their 

incredible dedication, hard work and leading the committee of Kerryn 
Jansons, Damien Costante, Kristen Gibson, Chloe Morrison and Megan 
Selwood. This team walked for miles, called, emailed and knocked on 
numerous doors to request donations for the night. We’d also like to 

acknowledge the generosity of the Parktone families who gave donations 
large and small. A highlight of the night was the live auction conducted 
by the very entertaining and professional Nick Blow from Barry Plant 

(father of Juliet 1AW). Thanks Nick! 
 

The profit for the night is over….. 
 
 
 

$10,000 
ALL PROFITS WILL GO  
TOWARDS THE NEW  
PLAYGROUND. 
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National Tree Day at Parktone 
 

Thank you to Lesley our resident green thumb for assisting our students in planting trees as part of National 
Tree Day on Friday 27th November. We had students from each year level join us in planting trees and 

shrubs alongside the Prep portables which were donated by Mark Dreyfus QC MP and the City of Kingston. 
Thank you to Angus, Kathryn, Lotte, Josh, Harper, Bianca, Liam, Lucius, Grace, Antonio, Josie, Jess and 
Maddie for getting their hands dirty and learning how to garden. We hope this will grow into another 

beautiful space for our community to enjoy. 
 

 



 

  



 



 

 


