
    
 
   
 
 
 
   

NOVEMBER 

9th 
Nov 

 LEADERSHIP MORNING 

 Lacrosse Gala Day 

13th  School Council Meeting 

14th   Whole School Photo Day 

22ND  Rugby Girls State Final  

28th Rugby Boys State Final 

29th  Arts Festival 

30th  CURRICULUM DAY 

DECEMBER 

5th  Carols Night 

10th  Grade 5 Lifesaving Program 

11th  School Council Meeting 

13th  Grade 6 Lifesaving Program 

17th  Grade 6 Big Day Out 

21ST  1.30PM - LAST DAY OF TERM 4 

Edition 6 – Thursday 1st November 2018 

Principal’s Report 
 
Here we are in the last term for 2018. The school has many events 
still to complete before the year is over. Some of these events are:- 

 Art Show 29th November 

 Finalize the School Review 

 Prepare the 2019 Annual Implementation Plan 

 Organize 2019 classes/teachers 

 Continue staff Professional Development in Literacy 

 Whole school  and graduation photos 14th November 

 Anaphylaxis 6 months staff update 

 School Emergency Management Plan update 

 Curriculum Day-team planning 

 Graduation 19th December 

 School Council meetings 

 Level Professional Practice days 

 Life-saving program 

 Carols night 5th December 

 Commence the interactive student lounge project 

Please note there are many other events/activities that have not 
been listed that require preparation and delivery. The success of 
these events happen due to the dedication of students, teachers, 
parents and the wider community. 
 
School Review 
Yesterday we completed the school review process.  This processed 
involved 3 days where the panel comprising of Reviewer (Carolyn 
Woodhouse from Monash University), SEIL (Jennifer Mc Crab) School 
Improvement Team (Mrs. Carolan, Mr. Sargeant, Mr. Scott, Mrs. 
Green and Miss Sharman), 2 Challenge Partners (Sally Naylor of North 
Melbourne PS and Andrew Felsinger of Barton PS),  School 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Council President (David Shepherd) and myself discussed, 
observed and spoke to students, staff and parents of the 
school community regarding the enablers and barriers of 
achieving the goals set in the 2014-2017 School Strategic 
Plan (SSP). The panel also dissected the school data over the 
last 4 years to evaluate current practices. From the 
information obtained we formulated a new four year School 
Strategic Plan which outlines the processes we as a school 
need to take to promote effective leadership, best teaching 
and the design and implementation of an innovative 
curriculum which will ensure that students of Parktone PS 
achieve their true academic potential along with 
engagement and wellbeing. Once the department signs off 
on the SSP we will formulate a yearly Annual 
Implementation Plan (AIP) setting goals and actions to make 
the SSP a reality. At the commencement of 2019 these 
documents will be uploaded onto our school website for the 
community to access.  
 
Personally I would like to thank all who were involved in the 
process and I look forward to an exciting four years. 
 
Inclusive Schools Fund 
Parktone was granted $195 000 to design an inclusive 
student lounge from the Inclusive Schools Fund. All 550+ 
students at our school would benefit from a space designed 
with sensory appeal and designed to encourage social play in 
a comfortable and inviting supervised environment. 
Currently, if students require time away from their classes 
(often due to sensory overload, overstimulation, and the 
need for a calm or a more controlled environment) the likely 
situation is the student is either sent to a separate space still 
in the classroom or they are offered an alternate task like 
‘computer time’. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many students require support with: 

- Emotional regulation 
- Appropriate play and peer interactions 
- Time management 
- Forming friendships 
- Sensory sensitivity 

 

 

We have had our first meeting with the Quality Surveyor 
Cost Management on Tuesday, who puts a costing 
proposal to the Education Department for approval. Once 
this is approved, we then commence the project. We 
anticipate that the project will take at least 6 months to 
complete. 

By creating a multi-sensory student lounge, coupled with 
full-time supervision, there will always be a place for 
students in need of such support.  Careful design along 
with innovative equipment will promote an inclusive 
lounge for students to enjoy. We have had our first 
meeting with the Quality Surveyor Cost Management on 
Tuesday, who puts a costing proposal to the Education 
Department for approval. Once this is approved, we then 
commence the project. We anticipate that the project 
will take at least 6 months to complete. 

 

School Stadium 

Many of you will be eagerly awaiting for the new 
stadium, canteen, Performing Arts and Art room to be 
completed. The carpark is near completion along with the 
outdoor seating. Inside the building the walls and floors 
are completed with teaching spaces being decked out. 
We were hoping for the building to be completed by the 
end of November however with the delay of some 
building materials and the required signing off, the school 
stadium will be completed at the end of the school year. I 
know students will eagerly looking forward to 2019, 
when they can commence using the facility. 
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REMINDERS 

1. It is great to see students on the new and old playground before and after school but parents need to be 
supervising their children before 8:45 am or after 3:45pm as there is no teacher on duty. Students who are not 
supervised by parents will be asked to vacate the playground during non-supervised times. 
 

2. A number of students are riding their bikes, scooters or skateboards in the school yard. It’s great to see many 
students actively getting to and from school however we need to walk in the school grounds for safety reason. 
Students from Prep S designed posters communicating this message. These will be laminated and placed at the 
entry/exit points of the school as reminders. Here is one of these poster designed by Hudson (Prep S) 
 

Cheers 
Genevieve Casonato 

Principal 

 

 

NO PLAY BEFORE 8.45AM 
OR AFTER 3.45PM 

YES AFTER 8.45AM AND 
BEFORE 3.45PM 



 

Student Leadership in action 
We are so proud of the Proactive efforts of some of our students 
who have been actively looking for ways they can improve the 
school community and beyond. Grace from Grade 4C is a leader 
in Sustainability and has been seeking to raise awareness 
around the impact of rubbish on the environment. She has done 
this by speaking at assembly and creating an idea box for 
students to share ways they think we could reduce our impact on 
the environment. We look forward to seeing where Grace takes 
this passion.  
 

 
 
We are also grateful to the fundraising efforts of 
Georgie and Saoirse in Grade 4 who ran a nail salon 
earlier in the year to raise funds for the school. The 
girls decided to use the money to purchase costumes 
and accessories for the Performing Arts program which 
Miss Lowe gratefully received. Thank you for your 
kindness and generosity! 
 
 

After months of research, designing, surveying 
and collating, the Playground Committee 
officially cut the ribbon to open our new Grade 
3 – 6 Playground. Thanks to the tireless 
fundraising of the PSG, we now have an 
additional play space for our students to enjoy. 
Well done to Eliza, Gabe, Luke, Emma-Rose 
and Matthew for all your work in creating this 
space for your peers and future students.  

 
  



    
 
 
 

  



 

 

 
 
 
 
The Flanders poppy has long been a part of Remembrance Day, the ritual that 
marks the Armistice of 11 November 1918, and is also increasingly being used as 
part of Anzac Day observances. During the First World War, red poppies were 
among the first plants to spring up in the devastated battlefields of northern 
France and Belgium. The sight of poppies on the battlefield at Ypres in 1915 
moved (see The recitation). In English literature of the nineteenth century, 
poppies had symbolised sleep or a state of oblivion; in the literature of the First 
World War a new, more powerful symbolism was attached to the poppy – the 
sacrifice of shed blood. 

Moina Michael, who worked for the American YMCA, read Lieutenant Colonel 
John McCrae’s poem In Flanders fields just before the Armistice. She was so 
moved by it that she wrote a poem in reply and decided to wear a red poppy 
always as a way of keeping faith, as McCrae had urged in his poem. At a meeting 
of YMCA secretaries from other countries, held in November 1918, she talked 
about the poem and her poppies. Anna Guérin, the French YMCA secretary, took 
the idea further by selling poppies to raise money for widows, orphans, and needy 
veterans and their families. 

The poppy soon became widely accepted throughout the allied nations as the 
flower of remembrance to be worn on Armistice Day. The Australian Returned 
Soldiers and Sailors Imperial League (the forerunner to the RSL) first sold 
poppies for Armistice Day in 1921. For this drive, the league imported one million 
silk poppies, made in French orphanages. Each poppy was sold for a shilling: five 
pence was donated to a charity for French children, six pence went to the 
League's own welfare work, and one penny went to the League's national coffers. 
Today the RSL continues to sell poppies for Remembrance Day to raise funds for 
its welfare work. 

WE’RE SELLING POPPIES AT THE 
OFFICE TO HELP SUPPORT ALL 

VETERANS 

 

https://www.awm.gov.au/commemoration/anzac-day
https://www.awm.gov.au/commemoration/customs-and-ceremony/recitation


  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


