
    
 
   
 
  

SEPTEMBER 

8TH  Jump Rope for 
Heart 

12th   Prep Open 
Orientation Session 

15th  Grade ¾ Cricket 
Gala Day 

20th  Grade 3 Task 
Works Excursion 

21st  Grade 4 Task 
Works Excursion 

22nd  2.30pm  
END OF TERM 3 

OCTOBER 

9TH  TERM 4 BEGINS 

10th  Life Education Van  

11th  Division Athletics 

17th  School Council 
Meeting 

20th  Grade 5/6 Cricket 
Gala Day 
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Principal’s Report 
 
Our Vision Statement 
There is a prosperous path for every child. Each journey is 
theirs to lead. There is a place in which every child can shine. 
 
Our Mission Statement 
Identify the talent, develop the confidence and create the 
leader. 
 
Our Attitude 
Gratitude: Be thankful for what we have. 
Empathy: Practice random acts of kindness. 
Mindfulness: Keep in the present moment. 
 
Our Habits 

1. Be proactive (I’m in charge) 

2. Begin with the end in mind (have a plan) 

3. Put first things first (work before play) 

4. Think win-win (everyone can win) 

5. Seek first to understand, then to be understood (listen 

before you talk) 

6. Synergise (together is better) 

7. Sharpen the saw (balance feels best) 
 

Our Motto 
Always Moving Forward 

 
Principal’s Report  

It has been a very busy month since our last newsletter!  

 

Earlier in the month, Laura Carolan and I attended a 

professional learning meeting as part of the Kingston Principal 

Network where we heard from Brendan Spillane, a passionate 

capacity builder, advocate. The day provided an opportunity to 

reflect on my current craft as a leader, and my attempts to 

orchestrate the energy of our wonderful school. We learned 

about the importance of maintaining an appreciative mindset 

that values the health and wellness of staff and students. We 

also developed a greater understanding of aligning intention 

with impact and the importance of feedback in ascertaining 

whether our vision aligns with our actions and results.  
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He joins our existing Leadership Team of Amy 

Sharman, Amy Miller, Anneliese Scheffer, Peter 

McGettigan and Laura Carolan. We look forward to 

working with Brett as a valued team member and 

leader at Parktone. We have begun working on 

various financial models in preparation for our 2018 

Workforce Plan and will continue to work on this for 

the remainder of Term 3.  

 

We have celebrated amazing NAPLAN data which 

our staff were absolutely delighted to see. It truly 

reflects the amazing efforts put in by all staff in our 

focus areas of Writing and Numeracy. As a result of 

highly effective planning and the dedicated and 

professional efforts of our staff, our students have 

made amazing growth. Last Thursday I shared with 

the Kingston Principal Network, our journey toward 

sustaining High Level Growth in Writing.    

 

We were also pleased to see over 135 Parktone 

students choosing to take part in the annual ICAS 

Mathematics test which was offered as an optional 

program to all Grade 2 – Grade 6 students. We look 

forward to receiving results from this assessment 

later in Term 4.  

 

The Parktone community continued to celebrate 

with our annual Book Day parade as part of Book 

Week. We were amazed by the beautiful, creative 

and wacky costumes of our students and staff. The 

creativity continued flowing with our annual 

Production. By all reviews, “The Extraordinary Time 

Machine” lived up to its name with an extraordinary 

effort put in by our Performing Arts teacher Nicole 

Lowe, a dedicated group of creative parents and of 

course all our wonderful students and teachers.  

 

What a time to lead Parktone!  

 

 Kind Regards, 
Caleb Peterson 
Acting Principal 

 
 
 
 

  

We also attended the Bayside Peninsula Principal’s 

forum alongside over 300 principals, assistant 

principals and leading teachers from across our area. 

We heard from Regional Direction Stephen Gniel 

about the results and direction of our collective efforts 

in working towards the Victorian Education State 

Targets. We delved into the strategic issue of change 

management and different approaches and results as 

outlined in Viviane Robinson’s work. The High Impact 

Teaching Strategies (HITS) were explored at a deeper 

level and we used the collaborative inquiry protocol to 

guide discussion in working through Literacy problems 

of practise. Finally we learned about the use and 

benefits of data walls and the importance of putting 

faces to data as a means to personalise student data 

and how to use a case management approach to 

support student growth.  

  

Parktone staff have continued their professional 

learning focus on Numeracy this Term through a series 

of professional learning sessions. They have 

developed their capacity to utilise the interactive 

features of Smart Notebook software and how to 

maximize the use of Maths Online as a teaching and 

learning tool. Staff have also explored a new 

Mathematics planning resource called ‘Top Ten 

Numeracy Package’ and have begun implementing 

some of the creative, hands on and real life activities in 

their classrooms. We spent time collectively creating 

Victorian Curriculum aligned rubrics and looked at 

ways to make these rubrics student friendly, enabling 

them to become a guide and reflective tool for students 

and teachers alike. A team of our staff members also 

attended the Kingston Numeracy Network meeting to 

share how we use real life Mathematics lessons at 

Parktone and to hear how other schools in our area 

engage their students in Mathematics.  

 

After an application and interview process, Brett 

Sargeant has been appointed as the Acting Grade 5/6 

PLT Leader for the remainder of 2017. 

 



 



 

 
  
 
 
BOOK WEEK PHOTOS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THANK YOU 
To all parents, staff & kids of Parktone Primary school, 

On behalf of everyone at Le Page Primary school, we would 
like to thank you for not only involving our small school in 
your production but for also being so welcoming! What a 
brilliant night. Our kids had so much fun being a part of it. 
We couldn't be prouder to have a sister school like 
Parktone. We look forward to our new "partnership" 
together. 

 Thank you once again.                                             

 Stuart Cowden 
 Le Page School president  
 

A huge thank you to Mark Eddy 
from Hodges Real Estate for the 

very generous donation which will 
go directly to the costumes for the 

school production in Term 3. 

Healthy Happy Me! 
 

It’s nearly spring so…….. 
 
Spring: citrus fruits, leafy 
green veg, asparagus, 
capsicums.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  



 



 

  

SCHEMATIC PLANS 



  



 

 



  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 
 

In 2017, Parktone Primary will begin the 3rd phase of a BYOD (Bring Your Own Device – Laptop) 
program.  This program allows students to bring their own devices to school for educational use in 

the classroom. 
 
The ICT philosophy at Parktone recognizes that in the digital age, and with rapid and continuous 
changes in the ways that people share, use, develop and communicate with ICT, young people need 
to be highly skilled in its use.  To participate in a knowledge-based economy and to be empowered 
within a technologically sophisticated society now and into the future, students at Parktone 
Primary will be equipped with the knowledge, skills and confidence to make ICT work for them at 
school and at home. 
 
Parktone Primary has prepared to meet the needs of all aspects of the program.  Phase 1 of the 
program began at the end of last year with an upgrade to our wireless network capabilities and 
servers. Phase 2 involved meticulous research for selection of the ideal device for our teaching and 
learning needs.  We timed the selection and purchase of 70 of the devices with the end of a lease 
program which will see 30 four-year-old computers replaced with the devices and provide our 
students, teachers and technicians an opportunity to test the full capabilities as well as discover 
any limitations to be overcome prior to commencement of the 3rd phase. 
 
The following timeline has been determined for the full implementation of phase 3 

 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 

2017 Optional Required Highly 
Recommended 

Optional 

2018 Optional Required Required Highly 
Recommended 

2019 Optional Required Required Required 

The personal computing device that is brought to school must meet the specifications listed below 
in order to operate with our network: 
Operating system requirements: Windows 8 or higher 
Minimum screen size 11” 
8 hour battery life 
Minimum 4gb RAM 
Physical connected keyboard (no wireless or Bluetooth) 
USB port 
 



 

These are the same requirements expected of parents from Parkdale Secondary College.  The 
device that 
Parktone Primary has sourced and purchased for our own use has superior specifications than 
the minimum required by Parkdale Secondary College.  We are highly recommending the 
device (ACER SWITCH PRO 11) and future iterations of it as the preferred device for parents to 
purchase.   
 
We have sourced the device from Centre COM which is a company that has provided 
Parktone’s parents with a portal to purchase the device and streamline the process of 
purchasing, distribution through the school, software instillation by the school, warranty and 
repairs.  
At the moment Centre COM are prepared to offer to parents the same device that Parktone has 
purchased and is recommending, at the same prices that Parktone purchased 70 devices ($690 
+ GST), until stocks run out.  It is anticipated the next version (2017 model) of the same laptop 
will cost between $850 and $900.  The next version will be lighter and have a camera on both 
sides of the device. 
It is our vision to significantly increase the number of devices available to our Prep to Grade 2 
students and for every grade 3 to 6 student to have their own digital learning tool.  
At the moment there are only 5 devices per class which limits the range of online resources 
and software packages that can be used.  Each class only has access to the computer lab once 
per week and if a class requires every student to have access to a computer at any other time 
the teacher is required to organise a time with three other classes when they are not using 
their devices so the students can borrow them.  By providing students with their own digital 
learning tools organisational limitations will be removed and our staff will have access to 
methods of teaching that not only engage learners but enhance the efficiency of learning.   
Imagine a class in which at the push of a button: 

- a teacher is able to ‘push’ the content from their own screen to all students screens  

- a student can ‘push’ what they have been working on to the interactive television for all 

to see/edit/provide feedback 

- a teacher can ask key questions and instead of getting just one answer via a ‘hand-up’, 

every child’s thought/answer can be given and a teacher will receive instant and 

sometimes graphed knowledge of what the students are understanding. 

- Students can hear what they have written, say what they want to write and make real 

time edits 

- Students can create mini-films and take still shots to capture moments of learning, 

thought and work they are proud of 

- And so much more! 

Our School Council has endorsed this program.  
 
Please direct any further queries to Caleb Peterson. 
 

 


