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Dear Parents and Carers,
Welcome back to the 2021 school year.
I hope everyone had a relaxing and restful summer vacation
with family, friends, and loved ones.
I would particularly like to welcome students and families who
are new to the Parktone Primary School community and I look
forward to getting to know you all over the next few weeks.
Staffing News
We welcome a number of new Parktone Primary school staff in
2021, including:
Year 1: Phoebe Katos and Kirsty Allan
Year2: Hannah Murnane
Year 4: Kristine Portier
Year 6: Catherine Panoussis
Bianca Ludeman, a late addition to our team, will teach in Year
2 and Year 4 as well as assisting us in her role as Learning
Support teacher. We also warmly welcome back Mrs Teena
Muscat from parental leave.
For 2021, I continue to look forward to working with the
Parktone Executive Team to set the direction and goals for the
school – Mrs Mel Bach (Assistant Principal), Mr Brett Sargeant
(Learning Specialist Numeracy), Ms Kristine Portier (Learning
Specialist Literacy). We will be supported by the year level PLC
Leaders, Prep- Rachel Ellis, Year 1 /2 Jill Buckleigh, Year 3 /4
Amy Sharman, Year 5/6 Maddie Dossor and Specialists Tom
Scott.
Our dedicated staff have spent countless hours during the
summer break preparing the learning spaces for your children. I
cannot thank them enough for their efforts as it made the
return to school for all students to be a calm and positive one.
As for our Prep students, they have loved exploring some of the
new spaces that are offered at Parktone. I look forward to the
day when parents are able to enter these spaces to explore the
learning environment the teachers have prepared.
Tutoring Initiative:
One of our top priorities for the year is to respond to the
disruption of 2020 by working to ensure that all students who
need additional assistance are provided with an opportunity to
‘catch up’ on learning that they may have missed, get tailored
and targeted help through the new Tutor Learning Initiative.

We have appointed a number of teachers to this role
and currently they are planning the learning to take
place throughout 2021. Our Assistant Principal, Mel
Bach, will be overseeing the Parktone Learning Support
program this year.
The teachers are:
Prep and Year 1: Anneliese Green on a Wednesday
Year 1 and 2: Sally Northcott on Wednesday/Thursday
Year 3 and 4: Bianca Ludeman Monday/Thursday
Year 4, 5 and 6: Mrs Anna Slykhuis
Monday/Tuesday/Wednesday.
The additional resources made available through the
significant new funding directed to this program
provide us with an unprecedented opportunity to meet
the learning needs of our students.
Students selected for this initiative will be based on the
end year 2020 data. The parents of students deemed
requiring the additional support will receive a consent
form for their child to participate next week.
COVIDSafe
While it is wonderful news that we returned to on-site
learning from day one this year, we will all remain
vigilant in maintaining a COVIDSafe environment.
Actions such as staying home when unwell, performing
regular hand hygiene, wearing a mask when required
and maintaining adult physical distance are simple
measures, but are of the utmost importance.
That said, it is exciting to once again allow all students
and staff to experience the full richness of school.
Especially important are going to be those aspects that
were so difficult to maintain through last year,
including participation in arts, sport, practical activities
in STEAM, school assemblies, and camps and
excursions.
We learnt a lot about what we are capable of last year,
as Parktone staff, students and parent successfully
innovated and adapted like never before. The lessons
learned from 2020, will stand us in great stead for the
year ahead.
Parents are finally welcome onsite to say hello but DET
advises that, due to ongoing COVID restrictions parents
are unable to remain for longer than 15 minutes, unless
officially signed in for contact tracing purposes. Please
consider the amazing progress the children made last
year in terms of independence and consider continuing
with the 'Kiss and Go' option at Robert and Mc Swain
Street or entering/departing the school grounds
independently using the gates used in 2020.

There will always be a staff member on duty (8:459:00am and 3:30-3:45pm to assist your child if needs
be. Please note the school gates are opened at 8:40am
for entry and closed at 3:45pm. During the school day
the gates are locked at all times.
Student Leadership
On Monday we welcome MP Tim Richardson onto the
school site to present our 2021 student leaders with
their leadership badges. Parents of these students will
also be able to be present at the assembly for the
presentation.
Due to current COVID requirements we are unable to
have our assemblies in the stadium with parents
attending. We hope that soon parents will once again
be able to enjoy this experience. Until then parents
can view the assembly online which is posted at the
end of the school day on Monday. This year
assemblies will be conducted on Monday at 9:00am.
The school day commences at 8:50am on Monday so
please remind your child to go directly to their
classroom to commence their days learning. On the
other days students are able to enter their classroom
at 8:50am to unpack their school bag with the formal
roll being taken at 9:00am.
Please note, that it is imperative that your child is at
school by 9:00am. Those students who arrive late,
miss the introduction of the lesson which makes it
unsettling for all, peers, teacher and the student late.
This is also is the case when students leave prior to
the 3:30 pm bell. So let us all make a conscience effort
to arrive and leave school at the correct times in 2021.
Building Project
As you know we have been successful in receiving
funding from the Victorian Government. Already
several meetings have been held. On Monday the
architects will visit Parktone to get a sense of the
space and our vision. We will be putting regular
updates about this throughout the year.
Face Masks
Following the Government’s announcements
regarding new statewide restrictions that came into
effect at 11:59pm on Wednesday 3 February, there is
new guidance for schools regarding the wearing of
masks. People aged 12 and over must wear a fitted
face mask when in public indoor spaces unless there is
a lawful reason not to.

Students aged 12 or older must wear a face mask
indoors when at school, unless they are attending a
primary school, an Outside school hours care (OHSC)
program or an exception applies.
Children under 12 years of age and students at primary
school or attending an OHSC program are not required
to wear face masks.
School staff are not required to wear face masks while
teaching or caring, but those who wish to do so, can.
Staff must wear face masks in indoor areas of the
school when not teaching or caring.
Visitors to school sites must also wear masks when
indoors.

Students who are found to using these inappropriately during
school hours will have them confiscated and stored in secure
storage as per the mobile phones.
Inclusion Lounge
This week the students have had a class visit to the Inclusion
Lounge to check out what great resources are available to
them. For children to access the indoor space during recess
and lunch times they will require an entry card which is given
by either a class or yard duty teacher. It is great to see the
Inclusion Lounge operating at the start of next week.
During break times students are able to access a number of
lunchtime activities throughout the week. These are:Library-Wednesday (3-6) /Friday (P-2)
Lego Club- Tuesday (3-6) & Thursday (P-2)
Sewing Club- Tuesday (4-6)

Mobile phones/smart watches
In accordance with the Department’s Mobile Phones —
Student Use Policy issued by the Minister for Education,
personal mobile phones must not be used at Parktone
Primary School during school hours, including lunchtime
and recess, unless an exception has been granted.
Where a student has been granted an exception, the
student must use their mobile phone for the purpose for
which the exception was granted, and in a safe, ethical
and responsible manner.
Secure storage
Mobile phones and similar devices owned by students
at Parktone Primary school are considered valuable
items and are brought to school at the owner’s
(student’s or parent/carer’s) risk. Students are
encouraged not to bring a mobile phone to school
unless there is a compelling reason to do so. Please
note that Parktone Primary School does not have
accident insurance for accidental property damage or
theft. Students and their parents/carers are
encouraged to obtain appropriate insurance for
valuable items. Please refer to Parktone Primary
School’s Personal Property Policy.
Where students bring a mobile phone to school,
Parktone Primary School will provide secure storage.
Secure storage is storage that cannot be readily
accessed by those without permission to do so. At
Parktone Primary School, mobile phones will be
collected at the commencement of the school day by a
designated teacher. Mobile phones will be signed in by
the teacher and student. The same procedure will
happen at the end of the day with mobile phones being
signed out. Students who use smart watches or similar
devices must ensure it on flight mode during school
hours.

Welcome to our 2021 Preps
It is wonderful to see our 2021 Preps settle in so well to school
life. They are establishing class routines such as turn taking,
lining up and working with partners. The Prep teachers have
been totally blown away with the way our 2021 have taken to
their learning environment and the skills they are displaying.
Pippa has had numerous visits to the Prep area this week and
has enjoyed her time getting to know them. She loves the pats
she gets from our 2021 Preps and their mums and dads.

Pippa
Over the holidays Pippa went to school so she could become
a School Therapy Dog. The course required a written
component which the handler needed to complete prior to
the three day onsite training. The pressure was on for Pippa
and handler, as the other handlers undertaking the course
were very experienced dog people. However, we passed
with flying colours and now Pippa is able to go into the
classroom space with me as the handler, to work with the
children. A permission form and the Therapy Dog school
policy will be sent via Compass to you all soon, so your child
is able to interact with Pippa under supervision.

School Council Election
The process to elect new members to School Council will
commence on Monday 8th February (information published
on Compass on Monday). Please read below to find out
about the process.
Student Voice
This week some of our Year Six students able to contribute
their ideas in the design of a permanent Kingston community
landmark - a sculpture for the Bay Trail project. Deb
McNaughton a local artist and ex teacher selected Parktone
as one of 3 schools to be involved in the consultation process
of the design.
The students had to reflect what they thought were the
seven most important values in our community. These values
will be incorporated into a sculptural rainbow illusion. This
sculpture is to acknowledge the Covid-19 pandemic, while
also signifying hope for the future and celebrating the
diversity within Kingston. What a great honour for those
students who took part in this process.
I have enjoyed having the students and parents back onsite
and I (and Pippa) look forward to reconnecting with you all in
the school yard over the coming weeks
Cheers
Genevieve

WE’RE BRINGING THE CLASSROOM TO YOU
In the current situation, parents cannot enter the
classrooms but we wanted to share with you the
amazing efforts teachers have put into your child’s
learning environment.

WHY IS PARENT MEMBERSHIP SO IMPORTANT?

SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTIONS INFORMATION FOR PARENTS
WHAT IS A SCHOOL COUNCIL AND WHAT DOES IT
DO?
All government schools in Victoria have a school council. They
are legally constituted bodies that are given powers to set the
key directions of a school within statewide guidelines. In doing
this, a school council is able to directly influence the quality of
education that the school provides for its students.

Parents on school councils provide important viewpoints and
have valuable skills that can help shape the direction of the
school.

Those parents who become active on a school council find
their involvement satisfying and may also find that their
children feel a greater sense of belonging.

WHO IS ON THE SCHOOL COUNCIL?
For most primary school councils, there are three possible
categories of membership:



A mandated elected Parent category – more than one-third
of the total members must be from this category.
Department employees can be Parent members at their
child's school as long as they are not engaged in work at
the school.



A mandated elected school employee category – members
of this category may make up no more than one-third of the
total membership of school council. The principal of the
school is automatically one of these members.



An optional community member category – members are
coopted by a decision of the council because of their special
skills, interests or experiences. Department employees are
not eligible to be community members.

DO I NEED SPECIAL EXPERIENCE TO BE ON
SCHOOL COUNCIL?
Each member brings their own valuable life skills and
knowledge to the role. Councilors may need to develop skills
and acquire knowledge in areas that are unfamiliar to them.
What you do need is an interest in your child's school and the
desire to work in partnership with others to help shape the
school's future.

HOW CAN YOU BECOME INVOLVED?
The most obvious way is to vote in the elections, which are
held in Term one each year. However, ballots are only held
if more people nominate as candidates than there are
positions vacant.
In view of this, you might consider



standing for election as a member of the school council



encouraging another person to stand for election.

A small number of school councils have Nominee members.
For all schools with a Year 7 and above cohort, there is an
additional category of membership:
A mandated elected student member category, with two
positions.
Generally, the term of office for all members is two years. The
term of office of half the members expires each year, creating
vacancies for the annual school council elections.

WHAT DO YOU NEED TO DO TO STAND FOR
ELECTION?
The principal will issue a Notice of Election and Call for
Nominations following the commencement of Term one
each year. All school council elections must be completed
by the end of March unless the usual time line has been
varied by the Minister.

If you decide to stand for election, you can arrange for
someone to nominate you as a candidate or you can
nominate yourself in the Parent category.

Department employees whose child is enrolled in a school
in which they are not engaged in work are eligible to
nominate for parent membership of the school council at
that school.

Once the nomination form is completed, return it to the
principal within the time stated on the Notice of Election.
You will receive a Nomination Form Receipt in the mail
following the receipt of your completed nomination.
Generally, if there are more nominations received than there
are vacancies on council, a ballot will be conducted during
the two weeks after the call for nominations has closed.

REMEMBER


Ask at the school for help if you would like to stand for
election and are not sure what to do



Consider standing for election to council this year



Be sure to vote in the elections.

Contact the principal for further information.

