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Wow! Where has the term gone? In three weeks’ time,
term one will be done and dusted for 2021. Many
activities have taken place during this term, in particular,
students re-establishing school routines and connecting
with their peers and teachers after the absence of these in
2020 due to COVID. So, what are these activities?
Stage Two Building Project
We have been working with Tandem, our architects, on
the schematic design of the building project. A number of
organisations have come to the school to scope the work
which comprises of a Library, two generalist classrooms,
toilets and landscaping (if the budget permits). Tandem
will also be working on improving the acoustic issues in
our stadium. To ensure all stakeholders have a voice in the
project, Tandem has conducted workshops with
leadership, staff, students and School Councilors. The
focus of these workshops has been to understand our
school pedagogy and to design learning spaces that
complement what we do at Parktone.

START OF TERM 2

PHOTO DAY
Monday 15th March
is school photo day
All orders must be placed
online – no cash orders are
accepted
www.schoolpix.com.au

So you are abreast as to what has been
designed/implemented, the display board located in the
foyer near the office area will communicate where we are
at regarding the Stage 2 Building Project. This will be ready
at the end of this month. Please make the time to check
out the progress at the commencement of Term 2.
Meet and Greet
Our Meet and Greet which was due to commence on the
16th of February was postponed for a week due to the
COVID lock down. Tuesday 23rd February saw our teachers
connecting with parents via Zoom and giving parents the
opportunity to discuss the social and emotional needs of
their child. The teachers found this time invaluable, as it
gave them an insight in to how to best support your child
in 2021.

Year 5 & 6 Camps
Our upper school camp program is well on the way
with the Year 6 children attending Woorabinda last
week for the entire week, and next week the Year 5’s
head off to The Summit for three days. At these
camps students not only develop their personal,
social and emotional skills by being involved in team
activities, but also get to know their peers and
teachers at a deeper level setting up a positive year
for all. These camps can only take place due to our
teachers’ dedication in making these happen. I would
like to thank our ES and 5 & 6 staff for their
preparation for the camp as well as reorganizing their
private lives to attend. Pippa also took part in the
year 6 camp and will visit for a day at the Year 5
camp. She loves not only being part of the activities
but also receiving the extra love

School Review
During the month of February, I have been fortunate
enough to be part of Cheltenham East Primary
School Review process as a Challenge Partner for
three days. This opportunity gave me an insight into
how other schools operate, as well as reflecting on
our own practice at Parktone. A School Strategic
Plan is devised which is four-year plan for school
improvement, completed by the school after the
school review process.
The plan is based on the key directions
recommended by the school review panel and an
analysis of school performance data and evidence
conducted during the review.
The plan:
 outlines the school's vision and values
 sets goals and targets for improved student
outcomes
 lists the key improvement strategies that will
help achieve these goals and targets
 is sensitive to local needs
 At the end of the school review process, the
school review panel reflects on the outcomes
of the review and develops the key directions
for the new School Strategic Plan.
These key directions inform the goals, targets and
key improvement strategies for school performance
for the next four years, captured in the strategic
plan. These then inform annual implementation
planning and staff performance and development
plans from year-to-year.
We will be undertaking the above process at
Parktone towards the end of 2022 which will allow
us to reflect and celebrate the achievements of the
education we provide for our students.

School Council
Thank you to our outgoing School Council members
for their valued contribution and we appreciate the
stepping up to be a part of the decision making
process.
 Wendy O’Mara
 Sarah Blackmore
 Katherine Jorgensen
 Alana Firth

Curriculum
To support the learning that happens at Parktone,
our teachers have worked with Adam Voigt, Shirley
Clarke and Christine Topfer this term. Adam spent a
day working in classrooms while teachers observed
with the focus on effective language that supports
the learning of our students at Parktone. Adam also
presented a parent information night that supported
parents in ways to Bully Proof their child. We
received great feedback from this session, so if you
were not able to be part of the night, a recording
can be accessed on Compass.

On Tuesday, we had a pupil free day so teachers
could deepen their understanding of how English
words work and why this is important to know when
spelling. Our critical friend Chris Topfer connected
with staff from Tasmania via Zoom on the day. She
will continue to work with staff onsite in term two to
help them design a quality-spelling program at
Parktone.

progress due to COVID are able to work in small groups
with a tutor. This term the focus has been to target
students who are 12 months behind in their reading.
These sessions run Monday through to Thursday, using
specialised Fountas and Pinnell kits that the school has
purchased. We hope this targeted intervention will
reduce the learning gap that has occurred for some of
our students.

Shirley Clarke has also worked with staff remotely
from England focusing on Formative Assessment
throughout the term. Shirley provides a wealth of
high quality ideas, practical strategies and classroom
strategies. This helps our teachers to create an
environment in which students can become active
learners, constant reviewers and self-assessors.

Whole School Assembly
Assemblies take place on a Monday morning this term,
with students commencing the school day at 8:50 so
they are ready for the 9:00am assembly. The assemblies
unfortunately have had to be conducted via Zoom and
uploaded onto COMPASS for parents. Due to the COVID
restrictions our assemblies will continue to be via Zoom
in term two however will be conducted at 3:00pm on a
Monday which gives our student leaders more time to
prepare for the assembly. I know parents find it
frustrating that they are unable to come onsite to
participate in the assembly in person but rest assured
we will have you onsite as soon as we have been
directed to do so. The school operation guide is as
follows:-

Our Learning Specialists
We have teachers that are called Learning Specialists
at Parktone. Brett Sargeant is our Maths Learning
Specialist and Kristine Portier is our Literacy Learning
Specialist. They are highly skilled classroom teachers
who continue to spend the majority of their time in
the classroom delivering high-quality teaching and
learning and have a range of responsibilities related
to their expertise, including teaching demonstration
lessons, observing and providing feedback to other
teachers and facilitating school-based professional
learning.
Learning Specialists are expected to have a deep
knowledge and expertise in high quality teaching and
learning in delivering improved achievement,
engagement and wellbeing for students. They model
excellence in teaching and learning through
demonstration lessons, and mentoring and coaching
teachers in improving the skill, knowledge and
effectiveness of the teaching workforce. The
Learning Specialist role is aimed at building
excellence in teaching and learning at our school and
within the Teaching Service.
Tutoring Program
Our tutoring program has commenced well before the
scheduled time. Due to Parktone being proactive in
supporting student’s academic needs when returning
to school after COVID in 2020, we have established
excellent learning processes that we were able to
implement in the 2021 statewide Tutor Program.
Students who have fallen behind in their academic

Assemblies, award ceremonies and other large
gatherings
If an event is held with external guests
(parents/carers/visitors) then the overall attendee limit
(inclusive of guests, staff and students) must be based
on available floor space of the venue; with the density
limit of one person per two square metres applied.
If an event is held exclusively with students and staff
from a single school during or outside of school hours,
density limits do not apply to the venue or dancefloor,
regardless of whether the event is held at school or at a
hospitality venue, entertainment facility or community
facilities.
Assistant Principal Mel Bach and I have an open door
policy, which means we are more than happy to talk to
you about any concerns, or for that matter, any
positives you have, or to hear feedback about your child
or the school. You can catch us in the yard, pop in or
make an appointment with the office.
It has been lovely to see happy and engaged students,
teachers and parents back onsite at Parktone.
Cheers
Genevieve

GRADE 6 – CAMP

Camp Woorabinda – Thanks for the
Memories

Attendance Is So Important
We all want our students to reap the rewards of a great education, and the building blocks for that
great education begin with students coming to school each and every day.
Missing school can have a major impact on a child’s future.
A student missing one day a fortnight will in fact miss four full weeks by the end of the year. By Year 10
they’ll have missed more than a year of school
There is no safe number of days for missing school – each day a student misses puts them behind, and
can affect their educational outcomes.
Coming to school every day is vital, but if for any reason your child must miss school, there are things
we can do together to ensure they don’t fall behind:
 Speak with your classroom teacher and find out what work your child needs to do to keep up.
 Develop an absence learning plan with your teacher and ensure your child completes the plan.
Remember, every day counts. If your child must miss school, speak with your classroom teacher as
early as possible.
If you are having attendance issues with your child, please let your classroom teacher know so we
can work together to get your child to school every day so they can reach their full potential.

Student accident insurance, ambulance cover
arrangements and private property brought to
school
The Department does not provide personal accident insurance or ambulance cover for
students. Parents/carers of students, who do not have student accident
insurance/ambulance cover, are responsible for paying the cost of medical treatment for
injured students, including the cost of ambulance attendance or transport as well as any
other transport costs.
In some circumstances, medical or other expenses will be paid by the Department where
it is assessed that it is likely that the Department is liable for negligent acts or omissions
of its staff or volunteers. More information about the claims process is available below.
Where there is no whole-of-school policy in place, it is the responsibility of parents/carers
to look into their preferred options in this regard. The Department cannot provide advice
to parents/carers on the purchase of individual student accident policy or ambulance
cover.
Private property brought to school by students, staff or visitors is not insured and the
Department does not accept any responsibility for any loss or damage.
This can include mobile phones, calculators, toys, sporting equipment and cars parked on
school premises. As the Department does not hold insurance for personal property
brought to schools and has no capacity to pay for any loss or damage to such property,
students and staff should be discouraged from bringing any unnecessary or particularly
valuable items to school.

See Policy and Advisory Library (PAL) for policy and guidance for schools
on:
 Mobile Phones
 Claims for property damage or medical expenses
 Legal claims, subpoenas and other legal documents.


Parents/carers s of students, who do not
have student accident insurance, are
responsible for paying the cost of medical
treatment for injured students, including
the cost of ambulance attendance or
transport as well as any other transport
costs; and



Parents/carers can purchase insurance
policies from commercial insurers.

In a year where nothing is certain, Born to Soar are continuing to offer our
internationally recognised award winning program to highly able and gifted students.

Sandringham East Primary School
All students are welcome
Starting Term Two 2021, Sandringham East PS will host our Enterceler (Prep to Year
2) and our Entersoar (Year 3 to Year 6) courses.

These courses are open for students of Sandringham East PS AND students from
other schools in the surrounding community.

Join us for a Parent Information Session to learn more about Born to Soar and how we
change lives of families with highly able and gifted children.

Parent Information Night
Sandringham East PS
Holloway Road, Sandringham VIC 3191

Tuesday 16th March 2021
7.00pm to 8.00pm
Book Free Tickets

For further information please contact Angus Giles angus@borntosoar.com.au

