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BE 

PROACTIVE

BEGIN WITH 

THE END IN 

MIND

Always moving forward

Vision 
There is a prosperous path for every child. 
Each journey is theirs to lead.
There is a place in which every child can shine.

Mission 
Identify the talent, develop the confidence and create the leader
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TERM 1 TERM 2 TERM 3 TERM 4

JANUARY APRIL JULY OCTOBER

28th Start of Term 1 8th Term 1 Ends 11th Start of Term 3 3rd Start of Term 4

26th Curriculum Day 18th School Council Meeting

27th Term 2 Begins

FEBRUARY MAY AUGUST NOVEMBER

9th School Council Meeting - Postponed 9th Yr 3-6 District Cross Country 2nd Yr 3-6 House Athletics Carnival 1st Melbourne Cup Public Holiday

15th District Swim Trials 10th School Council Meeting 9th School Council Meeting 15th School Council Meeting

23rd – 27th Yr 6 Camp Woorabinda

MARCH JUNE SEPTEMBER DECEMBER

2nd Yr 3-6 District Swim Carnival 13th Queens Birthday Holiday 13th School Council Meeting 9th Curriculum Day

7th School Photo Day 21st School Council Meeting 16th Term 3 Ends 13th School Council Meeting

14th Labour Day Public Holiday 24th Term 2 End 20th Term 4 Ends

15th Curriculum Day

18th Yr 3-6 House Cross Country

21st – 24th Yr5 Camp Coonawarra

22nd School Council AGM

31st Leader In Me Picnic



PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
The term has certainly flown, as we are already halfway 

through term 1. Students have settled into class routines and 

have developed greater stamina to focus on the learning in 

the classroom setting. Teachers and students have had to 

build this stamina after the lengthy period of remote 

learning. The main focus for term one and beyond is 

CONSISTENCY. I read this interesting article this week by 

Larry Ferlazzo, an Opinion Contributor - Education Week. This 

is a snapshot of his thoughts.

As schools begin to reopen and welcome young people back 

into their buildings, teachers and students alike are now 

faced with the challenge of returning to “normal” (or as close 

to “normal” as possible). What obstacles will teachers face, 

and how will they overcome them to best serve their students 

in this new era?

One of the greatest challenges that teachers will most likely 

face will be helping students acclimate back into classroom 

expectations and procedures. For over a year, students have 

participated in virtual learning without a classroom full of 

their peers to collaborate with in person. After being self-

paced in their own homes, students will now have to adjust to 

coming back into an academic setting. The structure that is 

normally implemented throughout a school day will have to 

be relearned.

Teachers may also need to address social-anxiety issues that 
arise for students who are entering back into society after 
quarantine. With mask mandates and social-distancing 
guidelines perhaps lifted, students will now be able to be in 
close contact with many people throughout the school day. 

Some students may be apprehensive about collaborating closely 
with others. Families have approached this pandemic in various 
ways. Students will enter our schools with differing opinions and 
understandings of what the world has experienced in the last year. 
It will be crucial for teachers to be compassionate, understanding, 
and supportive.

The variables that face educators in this new school year may 
seem daunting, but like any other obstacle, teachers seem to 
always find a way to meet the needs of their students. Building 
relationships will be key to fostering environments that are 
supportive and conducive to learning. By being intentional about 
connecting with students and their unique circumstances, teachers 
can build a bridge of trust that will help to ensure expectations and 
procedures are respected and followed.
Consistency will also be essential to the fidelity of classroom 
routines. Educators will need to spend even more time than usual 
explicitly teaching and modeling classroom expectations so that 
students can adjust back into the academic setting. The road to 
recovering from a global pandemic may be rocky, but if anyone 
can persevere and ensure students are educated, loved, and 
protected—it’s our teacher.

So…

When learning remotely, it was much easier to take mental breaks 
than it is while in the physical classroom. Students returning to in-
person learning for the first time in a year and a half need to build 
back the stamina that it takes to be in school and learning all day, 
five days a week. They will need to readjust to the routines and 
structure of school.

Establishing and communicating clear routines has been crucial so 
far this year. Teachers have worked towards building learning 
stamina by reducing the amount of time that students are required 
to sit and listen, increasing the number of physical breaks, and by 
slowly increasing time spent on cognitively demanding tasks (e.g., 
independent reading, independent work).
I have my fingers and toes crossed that the great work that has 
happened so far this year will not be undone by future lockdowns.

Happenings at Parktone

LEADER IN ME
We are excited to welcome 
back the Parktone 
community for our Leader In 
Me Picnic Night!

Thursday the 31st of March, 
from 4:00pm - 6:30pm.  

Join us for an afternoon 
of Leader In Me activities, 
performances, food and 
fun!

Performances will feature our Prep and Year 3 buddies, and the 
Parktone Glee Club.

Activities on the night will be a wonderful opportunity for students 
and their families to learn more about the 7 Habits, while also 
showcasing student leadership. 



PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
The Year 5 and 6 students have 

been using the habits this term 

to help them design and create 

their own arcade games. Bring 

along a gold coin donation to 

enter and play these games in 

Parktone’s very first arcade – ‘The Parkade’ 

All funds raised from the night will go directly towards our 

Leader In Me Tree, which will be featured in our new library.

We can't wait to see you all there!

Sewing & Craft Lunchtime Club!

Enthusiasm and creativity is running riot at Parktone during 

the Tuesday lunchtime break for students in Grades 4-6. It 

has been lovely to welcome the kids back to this vibrant club.

So far this term they have been busy making pompoms, cup-

weaving, stitching cards and sewing buttons onto felt 

bracelets.

Look out for them at the upcoming Leader in Me Picnic 

(Thursday 31st March) where they will have a fundraising 

stall selling their hand-made items.

Parktone Swimmers

Congratulations to our impressive Parktone Swim Team 

whose collective effort placed us 3rd overall out of the 11 

schools competing in the Mordialloc District. We are very 

proud of the 7 competitors from our team who will be 

progressing to the Kingston Division Finals, Monday 21st 

March. Good luck to Ava, Lillee, Halle, Amelie, Ryan, Drew 

and Louis in the next level of competition.

Supporting Students

Over the first five weeks of Term 1, our teachers have enjoyed 
getting to know their children and developing a better understanding 
of how they learn. This information, together with the feedback from 
their previous teacher has been used to create individual education 
plans (IEPs) for students who are twelve months below expected 
standard in literacy and numeracy (for some of our younger students 
this might be 6 months). An IEP is a written statement that describes 
the adjustments, goals and strategies to meet a student’s individual 
educational needs so they can reach their full potential. An IEP is 
essential as it helps teachers plan and monitor a student’s unique 
learning needs. They assist students who require a range of supports 
with their education. IEPs have also been created for students who 
are working at 12 months or more above expected standard to 
ensure they are continually challenged and grow as learners. Families 
received this email from their child’s classroom teacher with their IEP 
last Friday.

Brett Sargeant, one of our Assistant Principals has been coordinating 
the teachers involved in the Tutoring Program. Some students who 
were in this program last year have continued with others joining the 
program for the first time. Last year, reading was the focus however 
Brett and his team have also been working with students in Maths, in 
and out of the classroom.

We hope this support assists in bridging the gaps that have occurred 
in the learning or to reignite the vigour to push their learning beyond 
expectations.

Literacy Learning Specialist – Kris Portier

The Reader's Workshop is an essential element in developing our 
student's reading skills. 

It supports student voice and agency in a host of ways including 
through access to a wide variety of literature in classroom libraries 
and book boxes and deepens the love of reading. 

After consultation with teachers and surveying the students, it 
became clear that revisiting the structure of the Reader's Workshop 
would benefit all members of the Parktone Community. 

In the past few weeks, I have been privileged to observe our 
teachers and students in their Reader's Workshop sessions. I have 
also been able to model the structure of the Reader's Workshop in 
the Year 3 and 5 area - focussing on unpacking Learning Intentions, 
accessing the prior knowledge of the students, choosing and using 
quality mentor texts, and conferencing with students .

It has been a thrill to be back in the classroom and witnessing the 
groundswell of love for reading that is happening at Parktone 
Primary School.

Young Writers Program

This year Parktone Primary School was selected to be part of an 
exciting new project, the Young Writers Program. On Monday 28th 
February and Tuesday 1st March thirty students from Years 4, 5 and 
6 worked with a real-life author, Kirsty Murray. They had the 
opportunity to develop their writing skills in a fun and meaningful 
way. They filled their Writer’s Notebooks with vignettes and 
character descriptions and engaged with one another to share and 
dramatise their work. 



PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
This year we will be actively seeking projects and programs 

that engage and tap into the wonderful talents of our 

children. I would like to thank Mel Bach and Mel Gibson 

who sourced this event for our students. One of our 

students made this comment:-

“I liked the Young Writers Program. I discovered that I 

could do things that I didn't think I could do. She just drew 

it out of me”.

Our Student Leaders Presentation

Last week we had politicians Mark Dreyfus and Tim 

Richardson come to our school to personally meet our 2022 

school leaders. On the Monday, Mark Dreyfus addressed 

our students during the virtual school assembly. He spoke 

about the importance of our leaders to support all students 

at Parktone. He recognised their attributes by presenting 

them with a special leader’s certificate.

On the Friday, Tim Richardson presented our leaders with 

their badges. 

This event was held in the Inclusion outdoor area with the children’s 
proud parents present for the ceremony. The entire school were able 
to view this ceremony via Zoom.
Congratulations to our 2022 School Leaders.

Building Update

Our Year 1 & 2 students have settled into their new area of the school 
in the newly appointed relocatable classrooms. Kingdom Builders 
have been working on the minor defects and connecting these 
premises to our current school data and security system. The inside 
areas of these buildings are freshly painted and carpeted. Our 
teachers have made these spaces into wonderful flexible learning 
spaces.

Our hall works are slowly progressing with many meetings being held 
to ensure all current defects are addressed. The frame for the ceiling 
tiles is nearly complete and the acoustic panels have been purchased 
ready to be installed on the walls. It was great to have the art lessons 
back in the art space last week. There only needs to be some painting 
to be carried out before the works in this space are completed.  It is 
anticipated that the works will be complete late April/early May.

On Friday 25th February a meeting was held with the VSBA to discuss 
our disappointment with the reduction of some of the special planned 
features to the planned library build. These deductions we flagged 
due to the tenders pricing being well above projected figures. Our 
School Council President and Vice President were at the meeting to 
voice their disappointment on behalf of the school community. In 
consultation with the VSBA and Tandem prior to the meeting they 
were able to come to the discussion table with a revised cost which 
was very pleasing for our school community. This was a win-win for all 
parties involved and we look forward to the library and toilets 
projects commencing shortly.

Meet and Greet

Thank you for your support with our online Meet and Greet sessions. 
We had a high percentage of families participating in the 'online' 
format and many more working parents were able to participate 
compared to coming up to school in person. Teachers found your 
insight regarding your child’s social and emotional wellbeing very 
helpful with how to support your child with their schooling for 2022.

Counsellor

Due to the COVID disruptions to our lives we have a number of 
students who need support socially and emotionally. I am pleased to 
announce we have been able to secure the services of a counsellor 
for two days a week for 2022. We welcome Zahara Scott to Parktone 
on the 21st March. She will be conducting sessions in the Inclusion 
space on a Monday and Tuesday. Shortly, there will be 
communication through COMPASS as to who is eligible to access this 
service. The school will be funding this initiative as it is imperative we 
support students who are struggling after the disruption COVID has 
caused.

Bringing the Community Together

I am so excited to inform you all that we will be holding community 
events throughout 2022. Starting today we were able to welcome 
parents to our outdoor assembly. I know many parents have been 
waiting for this moment. Or course, if the weather is poorly during 
this time we will revert back to assemblies via Zoom. Parents will be 
notified at 1:00pm on a Monday via COMPASS if this is to occur. 
Please make sure your phone COMPASS app is operational. Any 
concerns with this please contact the office.



PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
This can include mobile phones, calculators, toys, sporting equipment 

and cars parked on school premises. As the Department does not hold 
insurance for personal property brought to schools and has no 
capacity to pay for any loss or damage to such property, students and 
staff should be discouraged from bringing any unnecessary or 
particularly valuable items to school.

Actions Required
As there is no whole-of-school policy, we remind parents or guardians 
that:

Parents or guardians of students, who do not have student accident 
insurance, are responsible for paying the cost of medical treatment 
for injured students, including the cost of ambulance attendance or 
transport as well as any other transport costs; and parents or 
guardians can purchase insurance policies from commercial insurers.

I would like to remind parents or guardians and staff that the 
Department does not hold insurance for personal property brought to 
schools and it has no capacity to pay for any loss or damage to such 
property.

Scooters and Bikes

It is great to see so many students using our bike shed. To ensure the 
safety of all, it is important that students walk their bike along the 
footpath located at the front of the school, from Mc Swain Street 
corner to the end of the oval. We have had some near misses 
between bikes and pedestrians as well as vehicles coming out of the 
school car park of late. It is wonderful to see students eager to get to 
school but it is imperative they do so in a safe manner. This also 
applies to students who walk to school, that they cross the road with 
great care and at points around the school that is highly visible.

Student accident insurance, ambulance cover 
arrangements and private property brought to school

Schools are reminded that the Department does not 
provide personal accident insurance or ambulance cover 
for students. Parents and guardians of students, who do 
not have student accident insurance/ambulance cover, 
are responsible for paying the cost of medical treatment 
for injured students, including the cost of ambulance 
attendance or transport as well as any other transport 
costs.

In some circumstances, medical or other expenses will 
be paid by the Department where it is assessed that it is 
likely, that the Department is liable for negligent 
(careless) acts or omissions of its staff or volunteers. 
More information about the claims process is available 
below.

Schools can access a whole-of-school policy through the 
Victorian Managed Insurance Authority (VMIA) should 
their School Councils decide to purchase such coverage 
on behalf of all students.

Where there is no whole-of-school policy in place, it is 
the responsibility of parents or guardians to look into 
their preferred options in this regard. The Department 
cannot provide advice to parents or guardians on the 
purchase of individual student accident policy or 
ambulance cover. 

Private property brought to school by students, staff or 
visitors is not insured and the Department does not 
accept any responsibility for any loss or damage.

A gentle reminder that if students bring scooters and bikes to 
school they are NOT to be ridden within the school grounds.     
Please walk bikes and scooters no matter how tempting it is to 
ride.

Note that the school takes no responsibility for the security of 
bikes and scooters – however we do our best to ensure that 
they are secure.

Please click here to access the ‘Safe Routes to School’ flyer.

file://4843AFS01/Users/Safe routes/ParktonePS ParkStride MAP ONLY.pdf


LEADERSHIP BADGE PRESENTATION



MASKS FOR YEAR 3-6
Thank you so much to all our 

families who ensure their child 

in Year’s 3-6 have a mask each 

day. It’s great to see all the 

different designs and some 

students have put their own 

personal touch on their mask. 

The school has a limited 

number of  disposable masks 

so it really helps when students 

remember to bring their own. 

It is recommended that 

students in Year’s Prep – 2 

wear a mask for their own 

protection.

We want to protect all students 

at Parktone so here are some 

tips on mask wearing:



COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD


