
    
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

MARCH 

27th  Cancelled - Colour Run 

APRIL 

14TH  TERM 2 BEGINS 

21st  School Council Meeting 

24th 
 Cancelled - ANZAC Day 

Assembly 

27th 
 CURRICULUM DAY – Student 

Free Day 

Edition 3 – Friday 27th March 2020 

Principal’s Report 
 
Each day brings a new hurdle, for us to ponder over and then to 
make the necessary adjustments, so that we stay safe and 
healthy. Our Parktone community has once again been so 
supportive and understanding of the many adjustments we have 
had to put in place to ensure students stay safe and their 
learning continues. Therefore, I would like to thank you all on 
behalf of the teachers and ES staff.  
 
So what will next term look like for the Parktone Community? 
Our students will be well equipped to continue their learning 
from April 15th from home. I am proud of the teachers at 
Parktone who have enthusiastically and collaboratively 
embraced this challenge, and in doing so have been developing a 
whole new skillset. They have applied growth mindset thinking 
to tackle the move to online learning, which is exactly what we 
aspire to for our students.   
On the last day of Term 1, students were given books and writing 
implements to use at home for when we commence remote 
learning. A number of students were away on the last day and 
there were two opportunities for parents to collect these things 
from the school.  
There will be one more opportunity on Tuesday 14th April 
between 9-10am to collect these resources. 
 
 



 

 
 
  

 
Remote Learning 
 
Remote learning will commence on Wednesday 
15th April, unless we have been informed by the 
department that we can return to the school site to 
learn. This is a new situation for all of us and I am 
sure there will be some teething problems. So, 
please be patient and understanding as we work 
through these. 
 

SO! How will it work? 
 

Communication to students and parents 
Learning Tasks: 

 
Wednesday 15th April each teacher is to inform 
parents that the day’s work is uploaded via the 
Compass Newsfeed. 
 
Sample of the communication sent to parents 
 
Dear Parents of (Class Name), 
The learning tasks for today are now available for 
your child on (Google Classroom/SeeSaw). 
Each day these tasks will be available at 9:00am. 
You will only receive these notifications for the 
first three days of Home Learning. Specialist 
teachers and classes will also be available here. 
Please get in contact with me via email, through 
Compass if you are having any issues accessing 
the learning for the day. 
Thank you 
(Teacher Name) 

 

 Learning tasks will be posted 9.00am daily 
by the classroom teacher, to their class 
only. 

 Prep-4 teachers communicate learning 
tasks to their individual class’ parents via 
the SeeSaw app 

 Grade 5/6 teachers will communicate 
learning tasks to their individual classes via 
the Google Classroom 

 Specialist learning tasks will be posted by 
each specialist teacher to year levels 
following the agreed roster 

 

 
 
Personal Feedback: 
- Prep-Grade 4 will use SeeSaw to communicate 
between teachers and students for 
learning tasks. 
- Grade 5/6 will use Google Classroom to 
communicate between teachers and students 
for learning tasks. 
- Parents will be notified that this will be 
happening and asked to support their child in 
replying. 
- Teachers will make contact with students 
everyday. If there is no response via 
SeeSaw/Google Classroom after two days, an 
email to parents through Compass. If there 
is no response to this email after 24 hrs, a phone 
call will be made to the parents to 
check in (Staff to make notes and record what is 
said in the conversation).  
 
If the parents choose not to follow the provided 
learning program, the teacher will request that 
they put this in writing. This email needs to be 
sent through to the PLT leader and Gen. 
- Specialist teachers will respond to student 
activity on the platform until it is too frequent 
to be manageable. At this point, they will respond 
by writing a post to the year level by 
2.30pm the following day. (P-4 on SeeSaw, 5/6 on 
Google Classroom) 
 
Weekly Personal Reflection: 
- Friday 9.00am each teacher will post a pre-
recorded video/audio message to their class 
with a reflection of the week. 
- Prep-Grade 4 teachers will post this message to 
their class via the SeeSaw. 
- Grade 5/6 teachers will post this message to 
their class via the Google Classroom. 
- Specialists will send this pre-recorded to the 
school and uploaded to each class via 
SeeSaw/Google Classroom. 
 



 
 
 
  

Online Protocols For Students: 
 Use your laptop/ iPad/desktop computer 
 Please do not use your personal phone.   
 Dress Code - appropriate casual clothing.   
 Try to sit at a desk or table as you would in 

class.   
 Make sure there is nothing in view behind 

you that may be distracting to others.  
 Minimise noise in the room you are using.  
 Lesson content is to be used for educational 

purposes only, and Parktone policies 
regarding behaviour and use of digital 
devices etc will apply to all video 
conferencing lessons.  

 Please contact your teacher via Seesaw or 
Google Classroom if you have any questions 
or concerns about your lessons. 

 Do your best to complete your assigned 
work  

 Be as close as you can to your wifi for better 
connection. 

 
 
Tips For Parents and Carers 

 The normal requirements apply in relation to 
student attendance at classes   

 Please read through the student protocols 
with your child, to ensure they understand 
the online learning.   

 Please ensure that the children in your care 
are using their device in a suitable "public" 
area of your home. Teachers will not engage 
with your child if they are located in a 
private space (e.g. a bedroom) in line with 
Child Safe Standards. 

 All students must be attired in appropriate 
casual clothing and all internet filtering, 
parent controls and privacy settings must be 
in place.   

 Please understand that there are challenges 
to online learning and these things should be 
taken into consideration:  

o The individual student’s ability to 
learn and work independently 

o The greater need for self-motivation 
o The requirement for students to 

ignore distractions, including from 
older/younger siblings and home 
environment 

o Contact with peers during home 
learning can also distract from 
productive activity; conversation is not 
always collaboration   

 The amount of parent and teacher 
support will be limited.  

 Contact with teachers via email and 
Compass will be different to face-to-
face, class discussion  

 Online learning will take longer for 
students to complete  

 Please check-in on your child’s online 
learning – teachers will be 
communicating the day/week learning 
to students and parents/carers via 
Seesaw and Google Classroom.  

 Please be kind to yourself, your 
children and our teachers as we are all 
learning to navigate this online 
learning and the virtual classroom 

 
Privacy:   Please also keep in mind that privacy 
relates to all our students and teachers. Please 
refrain from sharing any clips or images on any 
social media channels (including WhatsApp) 
which include images or comments of anyone 
other than you or your own child. This relates to 
intellectual property as well. Comments, videos 
and work samples should not be copied in any 
way.  
 
Most Importantly:- Stay Healthy and Safe 
Below is a list of symptoms that are associated 
with the virus to look out for should a member of 
your family become unwell. Many people who 
contract COVID–19 will suffer only mild 
symptoms. We do not wish to raise anxiety levels 
for anyone in our community but caution when 
children are unwell and displaying the symptoms 
below is paramount. 
 However early indications are that the elderly 
and people with pre-existing medical conditions 
are more at risk of experiencing severe 
symptoms.  
The most common symptoms reported include:  
● Fever 
 ● Breathing difficulties such as breathlessness 
 ● Cough 
 ● Sore throat or Runny nose 
 ● Fatigue or tiredness. 
 
 



 

  
Repeated below are the recommendations for 
reducing risk of COVID-19: 

● Wash hands often with soap and warm 
running water, for at least 20 seconds. Dry 
with paper towel or hand dryer 
● Try not to touch your eyes, nose or mouth 
● Cover your nose and mouth with a tissue 
when you cough or sneeze. If you don’t have 
a tissue cough or sneeze into your upper 
sleeve or elbow  
● Isolate yourself at home if you feel sick. If 
you take medication ensure you have 
adequate supplies 

 

 Phone your GP first if you need medical 
attention. They will tell you what to do.  

● Continue healthy habits: exercise, drink water, 
get plenty of sleep 
● Don't wear a face mask if you are well  
● Buy an alcohol-based hand sanitiser with over 
60 per cent alcohol  
● Get the flu shot (available April) 
● Shaking hands is discouraged – elbow bumps 
better!  

Guidelines can be found on the Victorian Government 
website 
Remember:- 
Coronavirus has been filling our newsfeeds and 
media broadcasts, but it’s important to also focus on 
all of the great things that continue to happen all 
around us, including here at school. 
 

Good News: 
 
Canteen: 
This term we did not have our canteen facilities 
however a local business Rustik came to our aid. 
The feedback from those who used the service 
was wonderful. I would like to thank Rustik for 
supporting our school by providing this service. 
The new canteen provider H & H are ready to 
commence as soon as we are able to return to 
the school premises 
 
 

Building Updates: 

 

 The bleachers have been removed, with City 

living now preparing the concrete area for 

synthetic turf. 

 Our Student Inclusion lounge outdoor space 

can now be used by students. This is a quiet 

area and the number of students using this 

area at the one time, will be restricted. There 

is still some minor defects internally that 

require attention with these being addressed 

shortly. 

 School Council approved the erecting of a 

boundary fence. We have sourced H & B gates 

and Fencing who will commence work over 

the term break. This will not only enhance the 

look of our school but also ensure the safety 

of our students. 



 
 
Finally, it is during uncertain times like the ones we are experiencing now that we need all sorts of support. 
Sometimes it's just an ear, a friendly voice on the end of the phone, an email or a text message. I am thinking of 
everyone at this time and are here to support in any way I can.  
 
We are grateful for everything you have done and are still doing for your children, family and friends. 
 
 Please know that I am here should any of you need contact or a chat. I am contactable on 0428910246. 
 
Stay safe and most importantly, enjoy those Easter treats.   
Genevieve 
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