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Principal’s Report
I hope that families enjoyed the Easter break. We are looking
forward to another term of many experiences for both students,
staff and families. Listed below are just some of the anticipated
happenings which include;
⮚ Cross Country Yr 3-6 (and a mini experience for our P-2
students)
⮚ Mother’s Day Breakfast & class visits
⮚ Key Assessment Tasks and midyear reports
⮚ Opportunity for parents to book a three way conference.
This will be conducted the first week of Term 3 on Tuesday
13th July.
⮚ NAPLAN for Year 3 and 5 students commencing 11th May
⮚ Parent tours for 2022 enrolments
⮚ Monday 3rd May - Curriculum Day with Adam Voigt
focused on Parktone’s Student Engagement Plan. There will
be NO students on this day.
⮚ Excursions related to learning in Inquiry and other
curriculum areas
⮚ Yr 5/6 Gala day sports events
⮚ Staff Professional Learning - Shirley Clarke –Formative
Assessment
⮚ Aerobics program
⮚ Term 3 Planning Week
⮚ Prep Crazy Hair Day
⮚ Parkdale Secondary School visits
⮚ Year 7 Transition - documentation is due in Friday 14th May
2021
⮚ Attitude to School Survey
⮚ Work experience students
ANZAC March
Last Sunday was ANZAC Day and many of our students and
families attended the march and ceremony at Mentone
with the Year 5/6 team leaders and teacher, Maddie Dossor
and myself. It was wonderful to be part of this very moving
tradition. Our school leaders did an excellent job
representing the school. We came together, in person and
in spirit, to commemorate the men and women who have
served our nation in all wars, conflicts, and peacekeeping
operations.

Winter Uniform
The wearing of school uniform is strongly encouraged by
School Council and staff at Parktone Primary School as it
fosters a sense of school and individual pride in students
and their identification with the school.
● Sky blue school logo polo shirt – long sleeves
● Sky blue skivvy
● Royal blue school logo windcheater of crew round
neck or bomber jacket design
● Royal blue polar fleece vest and/or jacket or
hoodie
● Royal blue tracksuit pants or bootleg pants
● Winter weight checked skirt or tunic with the
option of navy blue tights.
A reminder, the uniform dress code at Parktone is as
follows:-.
● Stud earrings and sleepers worn in the ears,
plus watches are the only acceptable jewellery.
● Suitable footwear such as runners, lace-up or
buckled shoes or flat heeled boots are to be
worn. Black, white or navy footwear is
recommended. Open toed sandals are not to
be worn, including on free dress days, for
safety reasons.
● Socks are to be unbranded, black, white or in
keeping with blue school uniform colours. No
bright coloured or football socks to be worn.
● Students must wear either a complete Summer
or Winter uniform and not mix items from each
list, i.e. Polo shirt over the top of long sleeve
top is not in compliance with the policy.
● The only head-wear that is acceptable is
Sunsmart hats consistent with our Sunsmart
policy. They must be worn outside in Terms 1
& 4. Hats are not to be worn inside and
hoodies, if worn, cannot be pulled over the
head during class time.
● Extreme hair colours (eg: green, pink or purple
rinses) and/or extreme hairstyles (eg: spikes,
or Mohawks) are not permitted.
● No nail polish, make-up or cosmetics may be
worn at school.
Thank you for your attention to each of the above
reminders.
School zones for mainstream schools in 2022
School zones for 2022 are now publicly available on
findmyschool.vic.gov.au. No student currently enrolled in
a school will be required to re-enrol or change schools
due to a zone change. All children have a right to attend
their designated neighbourhood school, but families can
also choose to seek enrolment at another government
school.

Secondary Schooling 2022
Parents and carers can use the Find My School website to
identify their designated neighbourhood government school
or closest specialist school options from the residential
address they provide. Two different parent and carer packs
are also available to download via the ‘Moving from primary
to secondary school: information for parents’ web page on the
Department’s website. The packs outline the steps for
enrolment, including key dates and application forms.
Building Update
March was a busy month with numerous meetings
undertaken to ensure the design of the new Library has a
natural connection to what we currently have at Parktone.
Obviously, the relocation of our current level 1 & 2
classrooms will need to be executed along with the removal
of the Their Care and 2C & 2D building. In the scope of work
we are also working on the inclusion of new toilets, which are
very much needed at Parktone.

As part of this build, the acoustics of the stadium will be
rectified, along with other issues which have surfaced over
the past year. It is anticipated that these works will
commence in July/August, followed by the commencement of
the new build in late November. I am hopeful that by the
time the next newsletter comes around I will have a definite
timeline that I can communicate to you all. I was anticipating
that I would be able to share the building concepts and
drawing with you, however I need to wait until all schematic
deign drawings have been costed and endorsed by the
Victorian Building Authority, DET and Aurecon. Aurecon, an
independent organisation, is comprised of engineers who use
their expertise to provide advisory, design, delivery and asset
management services to bring our building project ideas to
life. At this stage, I am briefed by all stakeholders in progress
meetings held fortnightly.

Staff PD –Shirley Clarke, Christine Topfer and Adam Voigt
This term the staff will have or are working with our critical
friends, Adam Voigt, Shirley Clarke and Christine Topfer to
drive the learning that takes place at Parktone. At this
Monday’s Curriculum Day (3rd May) staff will be unpacking
our current Student Engagement Plan with Adam. He will be
focusing on Affective language, which is a great way for
students to build their emotional language. Empowering
students to make a shift from past behaviour to future
actions by seeking first to understand is an important part of
a restorative approach to solving problems. Please be
reminded that this Monday is a pupil free day.
On the first Wednesday of this term, staff spent an hour
session with Shirley Clarke via Zoom. The traditional
classrooms where children only spoke when their hand was
up and carried out all their learning in silence is a thing of
the past. We know the importance of discussion and
learning from others, in a world where knowledge and
excellence are increasingly shared, rather than kept to
oneself as evidence of one’s own personal achievement.
You may hear your child mention terms such as ‘learning
partners’ or ‘snowballing’ which are terms which describe
students discussing together, planning together, cooperatively improving each other’s learning together.
Last Thursday Mel Bach sent her first edition of Curriculum
News to you all. If you haven’t read this article it provides
more specifics about what we are learning about. Please go
onto Compass and look for the newsfeed titled ‘April
Curriculum News – Spelling’. Spelling is a focus this year and
a Curriculum Day was spent last term devoted to upskilling
teachers. This week, Christine Topfer spent two days
running Spelling workshops with year level teams. During
this time she provided her guidance and expertise with
planning, delivering and assessing effective spelling lessons.
This also provided staff with the opportunity to ask
questions. Feedback from staff was that these workshops
were incredibly rewarding.
Attitude to School Survey
At Parktone Primary School we value student voices as a
means to improving student engagement, wellbeing and
quality instruction. This term, we will be conducting the
annual Attitudes to School Survey for Year 4 to 6 students.
The AtoSS is an annual student survey offered by the
Department of Education and Training to assist the school
to gain an understanding of students' perceptions and
experience of school. Students will be asked about their
thoughts and feelings in relation to their school, their
learning, peer relationships, bullying and life in general.

This year there are some extra questions about student
health and wellbeing. Understanding health and wellbeing
needs is important to support students to learn and thrive
at school. The Department is providing these questions in
addition to the core survey, to allow the school to capture
this information to support students. Students will be
asked about resilience, community connections, mental
health and physical activity.
This year, the AtoSS will be conducted at your school over
the period, Monday 17th May to Friday 4th June 2021.
KAT’s – Key Assessment Taks
Please read the next page to find out more.
Parent Helpers
Parent Helpers are always welcome at Parktone and to
help you understand the role and expectations, please join
me for a zoom meeting Thursday 6th May @ 10am. Please
click the link below to see the Parent Helper Agreement.
Parent Helper Agreement
Time: May 6, 2021 10:00 AM
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88539221346?pwd=ZS8wSHl1
cWZNc2N0THVHbmdZYUpKQT09
Meeting ID: 885 3922 1346
Passcode: 0V9GxX
Mother’s Day Event
I wish all our Mums a lovely day next Sunday. I’m sure
there will be many hugs and breakfasts in bed on the day!
Enjoy your special day Mums, step mums, foster mums,
grandmothers and carers.
Next Friday 7th May, we invite you to have breakfast at
school, and then spend some time in your child/children’s
classroom. The classrooms will be open from 8:30am
onwards. We look forward to seeing you then.
Stephanie McKee Update
Stephanie (Ben McKee’s mum) has successfully undergone
her surgery and is now on a long road to recovery. She
wanted to pass on her sincere thanks to all the incredibly
generous families at Parktone for their beautiful dinners,
donations and grocery items. We will keep you posted

We really do have a kind and thoughtful community
and it shines brightly when people are in need. Thank
you.
Cheers
Genevieve

KAT’s – Key Assessment Tasks
Effective and timely assessment, feedback and reporting of student progress has a
significant impact on student learning. We use Compass to track student progress and
as a means to communicate feedback to students and parents in relation to Key
Assessment Tasks (KATs).
The KATs will consist of a highlighted rubric, indicating the skills that are evident in the
learning are developing, achieving or excelling at this point of time. The curriculum
areas addressed are: Writing


Numeracy-Number and Algebra



Specialist (Art-Prep, Japanese -5/6, STEAM-3/4, Physical Education -1/2).

A work sample will either be uploaded or sent home, to support the rubric information.
Your child’s performance of this piece of learning will be supported with the following
comment:-

Please note, your child’s subject progression point will be given in the Semester One
(June) and Two (December) academic report, as well as a general comment.
The assessment of the term one KATs has been uploaded onto the Compass portal
today, Friday 30th April. Please take the time to celebrate the learning that has taken
place by discussing these KAT’s with your child.

SPORTS GALA DAY

Hello Parktone Primary
MGSC has some special news that it would like to share with your primary school.
Two of your former students hold an important leadership role at their secondary
school in 2021.
In fact they share the same role. This is very unusual and the Parktone community
should be very proud that two recent students have shown leadership qualities and
confidence to nominate for this role.
Mya Bovopoulos and Matilda Waugh (year 6 in 2019 and now in year 8) are our
Junior School Captains.
Attached is a photo them jumping for joy that the two friends are able to share this role
together. You are welcome to share this good news with your school community.
If you wanted Mya and Matilda to visit your students and share her experience we
may be able to set something up around their classes.
Please contact me if you would like to know more.
Kind regards
Jane Garrow
Communications/Community Liaison

Letterbox Project
We are very excited to introduce you to The Letterbox Project in Kingston.
The Letterbox Project aims to reduce social isolation and loneliness in vulnerable people by creating connections
in Kingston. Local volunteers will be matched with residents to correspond through hand written letters as well as
having access to online hobby groups.
The project provides a safe and monitored way for vulnerable people in our community to feel connected, visible
and valued.
Included with this program is access to Virtual Hobby Groups, perfect for people who want to feel connected and
part of a community from the comfort and safety of their own home.

Groups are monitored by trained staff, and are hosted on a secure platform, ensuring privacy and safety.
Currently there is a Book Club, Gardening Club, Health and Wellness Group and a Social Club.
Anyone interested can register to write or receive a letter, and the Letterbox Project platform
will connect them to someone else in Kingston. Letters are checked by the Letterbox Project team before
delivery to ensure they are positive and no personal information is shared.
Registration
For more information, contact Community Capacity Officer Michelle McLean
at community@kingston.vic.gov.au or 1300 653 356.

