
PUT FIRST 

THINGS FIRST

THINK WIN 

WIN

SEEK FIRST TO 

UNDERSTAND THEN 

TO BE 

UNDERSTOOD

SYNERGISE

SHARPEN THE 

SAW

EDITION 4
Newsletter  

13th May 2022
Office Hours : 8.30am – 4.00pm 

BE 

PROACTIVE

BEGIN WITH 

THE END IN 

MIND

Always moving forward

Vision 
There is a prosperous path for every child. 
Each journey is theirs to lead.
There is a place in which every child can shine.

Mission 
Identify the talent, develop the confidence and create the leader
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TERM 1 TERM 2 TERM 3 TERM 4

JANUARY APRIL JULY OCTOBER

28th Start of Term 1 8th Term 1 Ends 11th Start of Term 3 3rd Start of Term 4

25th ANZAC Day 18th School Council Meeting

26th Curriculum Day

27th Term 2 Begins

FEBRUARY MAY AUGUST NOVEMBER

9th School Council Meeting - Postponed 9th Yr. 3-6 District Cross Country 2nd Yr 3-6 House Athletics Carnival 1st Melbourne Cup Public Holiday

15th District Swim Trials 10th NAPLAN
School Council Meeting

9th School Council Meeting 15th School Council Meeting

23rd – 27th Yr. 6 Camp Coonawarra

MARCH JUNE SEPTEMBER DECEMBER

2nd Yr. 3-6 District Swim Carnival 10th Professional Practice Day – Student 
Free Day

13th School Council Meeting 9th Curriculum Day

7th School Photo Day 13th Queens Birthday Holiday 16th Term 3 Ends 13th School Council Meeting

14th Labour Day Public Holiday 21st School Council Meeting 20th Term 4 Ends

15th Curriculum Day 24th Term 2 End

18th Yr. 3-6 House Cross Country

21st – 24th Yr5 Camp Coonawarra

22nd School Council AGM

31st Leader In Me Picnic



PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

Another great community event at 

Parktone

Last Friday our traditional Mother’s Day stall and 

breakfast took place. Our special guests enjoyed the 

sunny morning with a coffee and light breakfast as well as 

a mini market and purchasing tickets in our Mothers Day 

Raffle. We extend a huge thank you to all the wonderful 

organisations who donated the raffle prizes. Some very 

lucky mums enjoyed some incredible surprises. 

The children were excited to share this special occasion 

with their mums and special guests. This has not been 

possible for the last two years so we were pleased to 

welcome visitors back in to classrooms where the children 

eagerly showed how the learning space works and their 

workbooks. 

Throughout the school day, students were able to shop at 

the Mother’s Day stall. There was a variety of items to 

purchase for lucky mums.  Many stall items were sourced 

and supplied by our generous Parktone parent community 

and together with some purchased items the kids had 

plenty of goodies to choose from. The stall was managed 

by Gail Carroll, Kerryn Jansons and Briony Hunter who 

were supported by School Councillors and Grades 1 and 2 

parent volunteers. 

Your support in attending the breakfast, buying raffle 

tickets and gifts has raised closed to $4k. This is an 

incredible effort with all funds raised going to towards our  

beautiful Leader in Me Tree for our new library.

We also Congratulations to Alex in Prep D who was the 

winner of the whole school Easter hamper last term.
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May 22nd – 28th Education Week

This event takes place this term from Sunday 22 to 

Saturday 28 May 2022 with particular significance, as the 

theme for this year is celebrating the 150th anniversary of 

public education and renewing DET commitment to the 

great values of free, secular and compulsory education 

with equity and excellence at the core. During this week 

students celebrate ‘150 years in education’ outlined by 

Mel Bach on the following page.

For our Year 6’s they will be celebrating the week at year 6 

camp at Coonawarra. One of the special activities during 

this week will be horse riding. Mr Sargeant and I, as well 

as Pippa look forward to assisting the year 6 teachers in 

making their final camp at Parktone a memorable one. In 

our next newsletter we will share camp photos with you 

all.

Professional Practice Day Term 2, 2022

No students will be attending school on Friday June 10th.

The Department of Education and Training has provided 

schools with the option to hold each teacher’s allocated 

professional practice day on the same day for all staff. This 

is to enable the most effective and efficient use of this 

day. On this day staff will focus on assessment and 

reporting. Students will therefore not be required to 

attend school on this day. As always, Their Care will be 

operating on this day.

A for ‘The Arts’ 

The ‘A’ in STEAM will be a major focus at Parktone in term 
3.  The Arts enable students to develop their creative and 
expressive capacities by learning about the different 
practices, disciplines and traditions that have shaped the 
expression of culture locally, nationally and globally. 
Students are both artist and audience in the Arts. They 
make, respond and learn to appreciate the specific ways 
this occurs in different disciplines.

The Arts present ideas that are dynamic and rich in 
tradition. Through engaging in The Arts, students are 
entertained, challenged and provoked to respond to 
questions and assumptions about individual and 
community identity, taking into account different 
histories and cultures. The Arts contributes to the 
development of confident and creative individuals and 
enriches Australian society. Students express, represent 
and communicate ideas in contemporary, traditional and 
emerging arts forms where in Dance, Drama and Music 
students explore the performing arts whilst in Media Arts, 
Visual Arts and Visual Communication Design students 
explore the world of visual representation and 
expression.

In term 3 we have sourced external programs that will 

work with your child once a week. Teachers will also be 

part of this session as they enhance their skills. To 

celebrate the this learning we will have level concerts in 

our rejuvenated stadium. The programs will be:-

Prep-2- Dance and Music. There will be a chosen theme 

that each class will explore through dance and music. The 

classes will showcase their performance in a P-2 concert 

which is tentatively booked for Thursday 1st September. 

Level 3-4 Dance and Music. Students will work with The 

Circus Crew who explore a range of ways to extend 

students performance capabilities. For children, teachers 

(not to mention, viewers!) the program delivers a unique 

experience. It is all about inclusivity, a broadening of 

skills- and discovering new talents. A Circus Concert is 

tentatively booked for Thursday 8th September

Level 5 & 6 Dance. Drama and Music Students will work 

with The STOMP Company to perform a play that has 

dance routines. Instructors will work with students to 

perfect their roles, helping to build confidence and an 

understanding of themselves, in the context of a larger 

ensemble. Valuable lessons in teamwork and co-

operation are at the core of every session. A STOMP 

concert is tentatively booked for Thursday 15th September

Students at Parktone will participate in the above 

Performing Arts program biannually.
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It is important to note that there are also many other 
opportunities for students at Parktone to express 
themselves through the Arts. Extracurricular activities on 
offer at our school include: Glee Club, the Music School 
bus and the Monday Music lunchtime club.

Our Prep rooms feature a role-play corner. During 
Investigation time you can often see students immersing 
themselves in the world of vets, doctors or the home 
corner. This builds communication skills and self-
expression skills. Through Inquiry, some Units naturally 
lend themselves to the world of Performing Arts. An 
example of this was last year when the Year One students 
came to school dressed up for an old-fashioned school 
day. Teachers designed this immersion experience for a 
History focussed unit of inquiry.

Literacy is another area of the curriculum that has a 
natural alignment to the Performing Arts. Students in the 
younger years love performing Reader’s Theatre plays. 
Songs are used by teachers across the school to teach 
students concepts. Mrs Bach loves using the classic ‘Old 
Macdonald had a vowel’ when teaching students are 
learning about the difference between vowels and 
consonants.

The Leader In Me is all about celebrating our children’s 
uniqueness, talents and passions. It was wonderful to see 
children performing in front of the school community at 
our Leader In Me afternoon late last term.

NAPLAN
This week our Year 3 & 5 students commenced their 

NAPLAN testing. This coming Monday they will complete 

the final NAPLAN test which is Numeracy. Students who 

have been absent for any of the NAPLAN testing have 

until Friday 20th May to complete these tests. NAPLAN 

testing has been a new experience for our Parktone 

students this year as these have been completed digitally 

except for the Writing NAPLAN for Year 3 students. I 

thank students and teachers for the way they have 

conducted themselves throughout this period.

I look forward to the NAPLAN results as it is a snapshot of 

where our students are at with their learning.

COVID CASES ARE ON THE RISE

The return to learning to Parktone for term two has been 

a smooth transition considering the rising cases of COVID 

cases. At this point of time, we have had seven staff 

members and 20% students who have tested positive to 

COVID. We all need to be vigilant in our hygiene during 

the winter months while we combat this other illnesses. 

The school will ensure that the air purifiers are on daily, 

santizer is always available and there is plenty of 

ventilation. I encourage the use of masks indoors for extra 

protection.

So please take care of your family and self during the 

upcoming winter months

This year marks 150 years of Victorian public education! 
Education Week is celebrated from Sunday 22 May to 
Saturday 28 May across the state. The theme, ‘150 Years 
of Public Education’, is an opportunity to commemorate 
the past, celebrate the present and imagine the future of 
education in our state. 

At Parktone we recognise that we all play a part in the 
education of our children. Education doesn’t just happen 
in the four walls of a classroom but the experiences you 
engage in at home enrich, enhance and promote learning. 
Being a Leader In Me school the 7 Habits are important to 
us. We would love to hear how you synergise outside of 
school hours.  

At my house we love to synergise by asking the quiz 
questions from the newspaper while we are eating 
dinner. We also discuss the Wordle and how many 
attempts it took to get it. I know that Ms Portier’s family 
create playlists together and sing in the car on their way 
places! Mr Sargeant’s family synergise by whipping up a 
storm in the kitchen. Mrs Casonato connects with her 
family using Facetime as her boys are all grown up and 
that’s how they stay connected. 
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So, what do you do?

Please join us in celebrating this 150th anniversary by 
sending in a photo of something you do at home, and 
provide a short description.

Ideas could include:

• Cooking
• Auskick
• A family outing
• Reading together
• Getting Arty together: drawing, craft
• Helping with the shopping

We can’t wait to proudly display these in our corridor!

Please send your photos and descriptions (don’t forget to 
include your names) to the school email, 
parktone.ps@education.vic.gov.au, attention to Mel Bach, 
subject Synergising at Home.

NEW LIBRARY BUILD UNDERWAY

Finally, it is very exciting to see broken ground at the site 
where the wonderful new library us starting to be built. 
What this space!

mailto:parktone.ps@education.vic.gov.au
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