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BE 

PROACTIVE

BEGIN WITH 

THE END IN 

MIND

Always moving forward

Vision 
There is a prosperous path for every child. 
Each journey is theirs to lead.
There is a place in which every child can shine.

Mission 
Identify the talent, develop the confidence and create the leader
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TERM 1 TERM 2 TERM 3 TERM 4

JANUARY APRIL JULY OCTOBER

28th Start of Term 1 19th Start of Term 2 12th Start of Term 3 4th Start of Term 4

26th Parkdale Secondary Visit 6th Division Athletics Finals - Cancelled

30th Yr 3-6 House Cross Country 7th–8th Yr 3 Portsea Camp

12th Japanese Day

19th-20th Yr 6 Bike Education

21st-22nd Yr 5 Bike Education

29th Yr 5/6 District Rugby Gala

FEBRUARY MAY AUGUST NOVEMBER

9th School Council Meeting 3rd Curriculum Day 2nd Yr 3-6 House Athletics Carnival 2nd Melbourne Cup Public Holiday

10th Swim Team Trials 5th Prep Crazy Hair Day 10th School Council Meeting 8th Graduation & Whole School Photo

16th Meet & Greet 11th School Council Meeting 16th-20th Science Week – Digital 12th Yr 5/6 District Lacrosse Gala

23rd Meet & Greet 11th-13th NAPLAN 17th Yr 5/6 Living & Growing Program 16th School Council Meeting

13th Yr 1 Immersion Day 17th-18th Cyber Safety Project 19th Arts Festival

20th Yr 3-6 District Cross Country 18th Cyber Safety Parent Information Night 29th-1st Dec Yr 4 – The Ranch Camp

26th Junior Mayor 20th STEAM Fair - Postponed

Yr 3-4 Immersion Day 23rd Book Week Incursion – Digital & Yr. 5/6/ 
District Basketball Gala - Postponed

MARCH JUNE SEPTEMBER DECEMBER

1st – 5th Yr6 Camp Woorabinda 8th School Council Meeting 17th Colour Run - TBA 8th Christmas Carols

3rd Yr 3-6 District Swim Gala 14th Queens B’Day Holiday End of Term 3 13th Reports available on Compass

8th Labour Day Public Holiday 15th Yr 3-6 Division Cross Country Finals 15th Yr 6 Graduation

9th Curriculum Day 18th Yr 4-6 District Winter Sports Gala & 17th Last Day of Term 4

15th School Photo Day & District Swim Trials 25th End of Term 2

16th School Council Meeting

17th-19th Yr5 The Summit Camp

26th Yr 4-6 Summer

1st End of Term 1



PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
Principal’s Report

Dear Parents, students and friends,

I hope that you are all travelling well with your families at this 

time and that you are looking after yourselves, during this health 

challenge.  Please keep in touch with us, friends and family, so we 

can support you through this difficult time. The quote below from 

Steve Munby I hope will allow you to see what a difference YOU 

have made during this difficult time.

“By coming together and focusing on the needs of students and 

colleagues we have been able to meet the challenges of 2020 

head on.” We’ve done this with what Steve refers to as ‘power 

and love’: focus, determination, drive and commitment 

alongside kindness, empathy, inclusion and humility. We 

haven’t lost a year. Together we have learnt a lot.

This year we have had to do the very same thing and I applaud 

everyone’s (parents, teachers and student) efforts.

Yesterday, I received the following updated news from Deputy 

Secretary of DET, David Howes:-

➢ Due to the ongoing level of community transmission of 
COVID-19, the Victorian Government has announced the 
current restrictions in place across Victoria will be 
extended. This means remote and flexible learning will 
continue in all Victorian schools until the end of Term 3. 
Any update or change to this will be communicated 
through the return to onsite learning plan that will be 
released next week.

➢ Remote and flexible learning will continue in all Victorian 
schools until the end of Term 3. There are no changes to 
the current operational settings in schools or the 
categories of students who can attend on-site.

➢ On site supervision Current arrangements will continue. An 
authorised worker permit will be required for authorised
workers to attend a workplace, and parents and carers can 
only request on-site supervision at school for their child/ren in 
the below categories.

➢ Trust our school communities will ensure they do the right 
thing at this time, by complying with the restrictions in place 
and making careful and supportive decisions that limit 
movement through the community.

Finally, David noted that certainty for rest of term, knowing what’s 

happening is a good thing with the importance of routine, security, 

predictability, and giving a sense for students to know what’s 

occurring. Literacy and numeracy are the core as always, but the 

breadth of activities that schools are engaging in is amazing. It is a 

phenomenal job being completed by everyone - evidenced by 

NAPLAN already. The work being done to support students is 

exceptional and making a difference to those students. Therefore, 

rich learning will be continuing for the next two weeks.

So, what is happening for the remainder of this term at Parktone?
Learning schedules will be uploaded daily, highlighting the day’s 
events. Each day students will have a live one-hour explicit teaching 
session. On a Wednesday, the live sessions are broken up into small 
groups across the morning. To further support students, ES staff will 
be taking small groups throughout the week.
➢ On Thursday 9th September we will recognize R U OK Day.

Teachers will connect with students in the morning to explain the 

day’s activities. These will focus on students being screen free for the 

day.

➢ Wednesday 15th September is the Planning Day for teachers. 

Teachers will plan the learning for Term 4 with the focus on 

organising a smooth transition back to onsite learning. 

Students will engage in specialist activities on this day.

➢ Friday 17th September, the final day of Term 3 and we will have 

a Footy Day. We hope all students will dress up in their 

favourite team colours. Students will undertake footy related 

Literacy and Numeracy tasks with their teacher from 9-10:30. 

From 11:30 -1:00 the Specialist team will conduct live sessions 

relating to the footy theme. Finally, at 2:15pm students will 

connect live with their class teacher to be dismissed for the 

final day of term 3. 

NAPLAN
This week we were able to access NAPLAN results and in the interests 
of sharing, a snapshot has been provided below. Considering the 
disruption of recent times, it is an incredible effort to have our school 
achieve the results we have, and is testament to the hard work of our 
students, families and teachers. 

These results by no means define us as a school or our students, and 
there are some very pleasing results. However, it is important to 
remember that NAPLAN forms a small part of our assessment 
schedule, and is a ‘point in time’ data set. 
As with all schools, there is always something to work on and 
improve. These results, along with all of our other assessments, will 
be used to help us form the focus of our next Annual Implementation 
Plan and School Strategic Plan. They also remind us of the importance 
of our current focus on Spelling and Writing across the school. 



PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
YEAR 5
READING – Well above the State Mean
WRITING – Marginally below the State Mean
SPELLING – Above the State Mean 
NUMERACY – Well above the State Mean
GRAMMAR AND PUNCTUATION – Well above the State mean

YEAR 3
READING – Well above the State Mean
WRITING – Marginally below the State Mean
SPELLING – Below the State Mean 
NUMERACY – Well above the State Mean
GRAMMAR AND PUNCTUATION – Above the State mean

Well done, Mums, Dads, Teachers and most importantly STUDENTS! 

This is clear evidence that your hard work and outstanding efforts to 

support student learning and wellbeing in the deeply challenging 

circumstances of the last 18 months are working.

Victoria’s comparative performance, as the jurisdiction most 

impacted by lockdowns in 2020, is nothing short of extraordinary.

I want to emphasise that, especially in the current context, our 

NAPLAN results are far from all that matter. The wellbeing of all our 

students, as always, is our first priority.

EDUCATION NEWS

Highlights from Victorian Preliminary Results in NAPLAN 2021

The incredible resilience and hard work of Victorian educators, 

students and families has been reflected in the remarkable results for 

this year's NAPLAN tests.

Leading the nation

Victoria has held the top spot as the highest-performing jurisdiction on 

seven out of ten measures in the primary school years. Our Year 3 and 

Year 5 numeracy results were the highest in the country.

Year 7 students achieved the highest scores of any jurisdiction for the 

foundation skills of Reading and Numeracy, and our Year 9 students 

achieved the highest scores for Spelling.

More students achieving their best

Victoria also improved on our 2019 results. Reading was a particular 

highlight, with students in years 3, 5 and 7 demonstrating significant 

improvement.

More than 62 per cent of Year 3 students are now achieving in the top two 

bands for Reading, representing an increase of almost ten per cent from 

2015.

Since 2015, the number of students in the bottom two bands for Reading 

has decreased by more than eight percentage points for Year 5 students 

and more than two percentage points for Year 3 students.

In years 3 and 5, over 13,000 more students are achieving at the highest 

reading levels compared to 2015. Please click on the link below to see how 

Victoria went.

Please click on the below to gain a deeper understanding of how Victoria 

performed. 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/about/news/naplan-

highlights-2021.docx .

Stage 2 Building Update

Lockdown 6 has put a dent into our current timeline for the works to 

commence at Parktone. During the month of August, we were hoping that the 

tendering process for the hall could be completed however with visitor 

restrictions in place this has been extended.

It was anticipated that the relocatable classrooms would be moved to their 

new position over the September school holiday break. However, due to 

visitor restrictions the prework has not been completed. Therefore the project 

has been delayed. The project requires the current year 1 classes and 2A & 2B 

to relocate. Our current library space will become classroom space for the 

Year 2s as their building is being removed from Parktone. The other buildings 

will move to the below area of the school:-

I will be working with all stakeholders to have the planned works completed in 

the January holidays to ensure student learning is not disrupted when they 

return to onsite in Term 4. Fingers crossed this can be organized in the 

suggested timeframe.

4A & 4B

Library

Stadium

OVAL

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/about/news/naplan-highlights-2021.docx


PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
REMOTE LEARNING Student Feedback from a student’s 

perspective:-

Prep

"I am glad we have technology so then I can still see Miss Swaine 

and my friends."

A Prep joke-

What do you call a caveman fart?......

A blast from the past :')

Year 2

Year 3

We were working in a small group to write a letter back to a class 

mate (who so beautifully wrote to his class). He wrote about a 

whip show that he went to and said that the performer's name 

was Mr Whippy. He then went on to say that he bought a whip 

from him after the show and that he's been practising. As class 

member heard about this, he said with a smirk, "I didn't know Mr

Whippy sold whips... I thought he sold ice-cream"

Year 4

When we were doing poetry our topic was, 'In my fridge you will 

find...'

Everyone was saying In my fridge you will find chocolate, with no 

wrapper.

In my fridge you will find milk, but not reduced fat on the label.

In my fridge you will find dad's beer, and Mum's wine.

The Royal Children’s Hospital, Melbourne Facebook page has a 

recording of their session held on Wednesday 25th August titled 

‘Supporting children’s mental health’. The COVID-19 pandemic 

has challenged all of us, including our kids. A panel of experts talk 

about how you can support your child’s mental health 

throughout the pandemic and also beyond.

This month’s newsletter is a big one, so I hope the below link of 

the Parktonian Production provides some downtime and is 

enjoyed by all. This was created by Cath in the office who 

compiled the photos she received from our parents. Thank you 

for sending these wonderful moments through to us to share. 

ENJOY!

https://www.parktoneps.vic.edu.au/articles/129 

Stay Safe, Stay Happy & Stay Healthy 

Cheers Genevieve

(Thank you again, for supporting your child’s learning during 

through remote learning).

Supporting children’s mental health during the pandemic and 

beyond

There are many sites for us to source to support students and 

families through this pandemic. I hope you connect with one of the 

below to assist your families needs:-

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y1DizMUOeng

The state government have put out information for Talking to your 

child during coronavirus (COVID-19) 

(https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/talking-your-child-about-

coronavirus-covid-19). Key messages include not being afraid to 

discuss COVID-19 with your children as not talking about something 

can make children worry more! Strategies are included for how to 

talk about this situation in an age-appropriate way.

The Raising Children website has a useful page titled ‘Coronavirus 

(COVID-19) and children in Australia’ 

(https://raisingchildren.net.au/guides/a-z-health-

reference/coronavirus-and-children-in-australia). There are many 

articles for parents targeted at different child age groups about 

supporting children with distressing news events in general, as well 

as COVID-specific topics such as physical distancing and self-

isolation. 

Another recommendation is the KidsHealth article ‘Coronavirus 

(COVID-19): How to Talk to your Child’ 

(https://kidshealth.org/en/parents/coronavirus-how-talk-

child.html?fbclid=IwAR2r7q2P5WJ56w4ryrhfnPjB0IYtzT5DrPi60lJFq

Ys-atwmZn_JpDgJ4Y0). Key suggestions are to find out what they 

already know, offer comfort and honesty, and ways to help children 

feel more in control.

https://www.parktoneps.vic.edu.au/articles/129
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y1DizMUOeng
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/talking-your-child-about-coronavirus-covid-19
https://raisingchildren.net.au/guides/a-z-health-reference/coronavirus-and-children-in-australia
https://kidshealth.org/en/parents/coronavirus-how-talk-child.html?fbclid=IwAR2r7q2P5WJ56w4ryrhfnPjB0IYtzT5DrPi60lJFqYs-atwmZn_JpDgJ4Y0


NEW LIBRARY VISION



2022 PREP STUDENTS
Look at some of  our very creative 2022 Prep students. They would normally 

be participating in transition sessions at school, but lockdown wasn’t going to  

stop them from experiencing a piece of  Parktone magic. Mrs Turner and Miss 

Pullin put together an activity pack for them and created a fun ‘how to’ video 

and voila Gerald was created from Giraffe’s Can’t Dance. 



BOOK WEEK 



PREMIERS’ READING CHALLENGE

Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge

The Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge is now open and Parktone Primary School is 
excited to be participating. The PRC application offers a range of exciting features 
including:

• access to a library catalogue (including book images and blurbs)

• a modern user-friendly interface

• rewarding students with badges as challenge milestones are achieved

• the option for students to mark books as a favourite, give them a star rating or 
complete a book review

The Challenge is open to all Victorian children from birth to Year 10 in recognition of the 
importance of reading for literacy development. It is not a competition; but a personal 
challenge for children to read a set number of books by 17 September 2021. Students 
can add any books they have already read in Term 2 and continue to add books they 
read during Term 3.

Children from Prep to Year 2 are encouraged to read or ‘experience’ 30 books with their 
parents and teachers (including at least 20 from the challenge list). Children from Year 3 to 
Year 10 are challenged to read 15 books (including at least 10 from the challenge list).

Students can log into the Premiers’ Reading Challenge application from home or school using 
their individual log in details (found in their diary) to add the books they have read. 

All children who meet the Challenge will receive a certificate of achievement signed by the 
Victorian Premier and former Premiers.

To read the Premier’s letter to parents, view the booklist and for more information about the 
Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge, visit: www.education.vic.gov.au/prc

If you have any questions please don’t hesitate to contact either of us or speak to your child’s 
classroom teacher.

Kind regards,

Hannah Murnane and Sophie Peterson

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/prc


COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD

https://theircare.com.au/holiday-programs/
HARLEY in 2C 

This October, I am taking part in the Great Cycle Challenge to 
fight kids' cancer!
Because right now, cancer is the largest single killer of children 
from disease in Australia – over 600 children are diagnosed with 
cancer every year and sadly, 3 die every week.
Kids should be living life, not fighting for it.
And so I am riding and raising funds to support the Children's 
Medical Research Institute to continue their work into the 
prevention, diagnosis, treatment and finding a cure for 
childhood cancer.
Please support my challenge by making a donation through my 
fundraising page to give these kids the brighter futures they 
deserve.
Together, we can save little lives.
Thanks for your support.

Harley

Donation page

https://greatcyclechallenge.com.au/Riders/HarleyStein?utm_source=
share&utm_medium=facebook&utm_campaign=gcc_app_dashboard

Video 
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutube.com%2Fsh
orts%2FYS7wxFMlDPU%3Ffeature%3Dshare&amp;data=04%7C01%7Ccnorman%40legalsup
er.com.au%7C741b548ddb834260030d08d96b631b98%7C92a49380bfbf401b89b54f48b0bf
8a11%7C1%7C0%7C637658895678198456%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4w
LjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&amp;sdata=E0PP
mjxUxO2X86Li5Liefk4uoEDKyLx99NrTowlaBYA%3D&amp;reserved=0

https://greatcyclechallenge.com.au/Riders/HarleyStein?utm_source=share&utm_medium=facebook&utm_campaign=gcc_app_dashboard
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutube.com%2Fshorts%2FYS7wxFMlDPU%3Ffeature%3Dshare&amp;data=04%7C01%7Ccnorman%40legalsuper.com.au%7C741b548ddb834260030d08d96b631b98%7C92a49380bfbf401b89b54f48b0bf8a11%7C1%7C0%7C637658895678198456%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&amp;sdata=E0PPmjxUxO2X86Li5Liefk4uoEDKyLx99NrTowlaBYA%3D&amp;reserved=0

