
PUT FIRST 

THINGS FIRST

THINK WIN 
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SEEK FIRST TO 

UNDERSTAND THEN 

TO BE 

UNDERSTOOD
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SHARPEN THE 

SAW
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Newsletter  

5th August 2022
Office Hours : 8.30am – 4.00pm 

BE 

PROACTIVE

BEGIN WITH 

THE END IN 

MIND

Always moving forward

Vision 
There is a prosperous path for every child. 
Each journey is theirs to lead.
There is a place in which every child can shine.

Mission 
Identify the talent, develop the confidence and create the leader
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TERM 1 TERM 2 TERM 3 TERM 4

JANUARY APRIL JULY OCTOBER

28th Start of Term 1 8th Term 1 Ends 11th Start of Term 3 3rd Start of Term 4

25th ANZAC Day 17th-19th Year 4 Camp

26th Curriculum Day 18th School Council Meeting

27th Term 2 Begins 21st Year 4-6 District Rugby

FEBRUARY MAY AUGUST NOVEMBER

9th School Council Meeting - Postponed 9th Yr. 3-6 District Cross Country 2nd Year 3-6 House Athletics Carnival 1st Melbourne Cup Public Holiday

15th District Swim Trials 10th NAPLAN School Council Meeting 9th School Council Meeting 4th Year 4-6 District Lacrosse

23rd –27th Yr. 6 Camp Coonawarra 16th-17th Cyber Safety Project 14th-15th Year 6 Life Saving

22nd District Basketball Gala Day 16th-17th Year 5 Life Saving

24th Year 5/6 Living & Growing 15th School Council Meeting

25th Book Day Parade 21st Year 4 Life Saving

26th Year 5/6 Science Incursion 22nd Year 3 Life Saving

29th Year 3-6 District Athletics

31st Year 5/6 Living & Growing 

MARCH JUNE SEPTEMBER DECEMBER

2nd Yr. 3-6 District Swim Carnival 10th Professional Practice Day – Student Free Day 1st Year P-2 Concert 1st Arts Festival

7th School Photo Day 13th Queens Birthday Holiday 2nd Fathers Day Celebrations 2nd Curriculum Day

14th Labour Day Public Holiday 21st School Council Meeting 5th-16th Year P-2 Swim Program 2nd Year 4-6 State Lacrosse

15th Curriculum Day 24th Term 2 End 7th Year 5/6 Living & Growing 13th School Council Meeting

18th Yr. 3-6 House Cross Country 8th Year 3-4 Circus Concert 15th Year 6 Big Day Out

10th Aerobics National Championships 19th Year 6 Graduation

21st – 24th Yr5 Camp Coonawarra 13th School Council Meeting 19th Up Day

22nd School Council AGM 14th Year 5/6 Living & Growing 20th Term 4 Ends

31st Leader In Me Picnic 15th Year 5-6 School Production

16th Term 3 Ends



PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

Term 3 Parktone learning experiences & 

happening are in full swing.

Can you believe it? Next week we will be half way

through term 3. There have been many activities 

that have taken place in the first half of the term 

such as:

✓ Prep tours (Monday, Wednesday & Friday)

✓ Parent/teacher interviews

✓ Ripponlea excursion Year 1

✓ Assemblies in the upgraded hall

✓ District Girls Netball Finals

✓ AFL Gala Day Division Finals

✓ Both Aerobic teams qualifying for the 

Nationals at Brisbane in September

✓ Year 2 Community walk

✓ Preps 100 Days at school

✓ Fundraising Trivia Night

✓ House Athletics Carnival

✓ Concert preparation- P-2 song and dance, 

Level 3 & 4 circus performance Level 5&6 

Play and dance

✓ Toilet upgrade and new Library works are 

well on the way

✓ School Review preparations commence 

(School Review commences Oct 18th)

✓ Teachers Spelling Workshops with Chris 

Topfer

✓ Staff PD: Dyslexia with Karen Starkiss

It is great to see the above activities being 

successfully completed, even though we have 

experienced large numbers of staff and student 

absences during this time. It demonstrates, as a 

Parktone community, we are able to adapt and 

rise above the challenges that are placed before 

us. Thank you everyone for implementing the 

Leader In Me Habit of Think Win-Win, where we 

find ways for everyone to succeed. 

2023 enrolments

We are looking forward to meeting new 2023 

students and families after they have enrolled. 

NOTE: All enrolments are due now for all our local 

Government schools. To help ease the children’s 

transition into school we have the following 

experiences for them to experience.

PLACE THE TRANSITION DATES IN From the Flyer 

that is in the enrolment pack

Will you be at Parktone next year?

It’s that time of year when the DET ask us for 

predicted enrolments – if you are moving house, 

or not returning for any reason please let me 

know ASAP by return Email. 

Genevieve.Casonato@education.vic.gov.au

We acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land on which we are gathered here today and we pay our respects to the Elders past, 

present and emerging for they hold the memories, the culture and dreams of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people.

mailto:Genevieve.Casonato@education.vic.gov.au


PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
Celebrating and responding to difference

We celebrate the diversity of Victoria’s 

government schools; from rural P–12 colleges, to 

new primary schools in metropolitan growth 

corridors and long-established secondary schools 

in regional cities. Each school has a unique story. 

Schools’ needs, interests, learning skill sets and 

aspirations are as diverse as their communities. 

The new school review model respects the 

diversity of school contexts and is responsive to 

variations in current school performance.

The new school review model supports each 

school to differentiate its improvement journey 

by building on its current strengths and assisting 

it to respond to its challenges. The new approach:

• welcomes school community participation in 

the review 

• embraces the input of experts from both 

within and beyond the school 

• forges links between evidence, school review, 

and strategic and annual planning 

• obtains insights from a differentiated 

method for understanding school 

performance 

• seeks multiple perspectives, engagement 

with the whole school community and 

openness to challenge for improvement 

• celebrates strengths and achievements

The culture shift must see schools become centres 
for continuous improvement, where principals, 
teachers and other staff strengthen their ability 
to learn together and where no matter how good 
the school may be, curiosity about strengthening 
student learning and thinking, and the drive to be 
better is its most urgent work.

The new school review model emphasises 

continuous improvement. It affirms that every 

student, no matter their background or 

circumstances, has a right to learn in a school 

committed to improvement. It maintains that 

every school can, and will, improve.

The review empowers teachers and school 

leaders. It approaches school improvement as a 

school-based endeavour that draws upon 

professional expertise and a collective 

commitment to honing professional practice 

across the school in ways that are responsive to 

student learning, engagement and wellbeing.

The school review includes assessing the 

minimum standards for school registration as set 

in the Education and Training Reform 

Regulations 2017. Meeting compliance 

requirements is important, however, excellent 

schools in a high performing school system go 

further. Activating our shared purpose and our 

professional accountabilities as educators leads 

us to evaluate and revise the influence of 

teaching and leadership practice on student 

learning and school culture.

‘The goal and focus of education reform is to 
improve learning by students. This is the moral 
purpose for which schools exist, and ultimately 
the reason teachers and principals (and others 
throughout the system) will undertake change.’ 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/department/legislation/Pages/act2006regs.aspx


PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
Key benefits of the new model

There is one common review process, with its 

focus and length tailored to reflect each school’s 

needs and local context. This approach is 

complemented by a new performance reporting 

approach, the differentiated school performance 

groups, which provides a picture of performance 

that is differentiated for every school.

Individual school needs are identified through 

evidence-referenced analysis undertaken in the 

PRSE and explored further during the review 

itself.

This approach to review ensures every school 

receives challenge and support appropriate to its 

needs.

The review is an opportunity for schools to find 

their needs and stretch further in their pursuit to 

enhance student learning. For schools with high 

and improving performance, review outcomes 

can provide opportunities to extend 

understanding of future improvement and 

planning. Schools advancing towards high and 

improving performance benefit from the review 

model’s concentrated focus on developing a 

shared understanding of current performance and 

in diagnosing areas for improvement.

There are seven key benefits to the new review 

model.

Key features of the new model

• Use of data to differentiate support and 

monitor impact on student learning

• Increased role of self-evaluation

• Focus on evidence of improved teaching 

practice

• Investment in high performance learning 

cultures to sustainably transform student 

learning

• A core independent review for all, tailored to 

school need

• Stronger connection between review and 

differentiated support

• A more agile and responsive process to 

ensure accelerated achievement of Education 

State targets with a stronger regional role in 

supporting the lowest performing schools to 

embed the Framework for Improving Student 

Outcomes (FISO) Essential Elements



PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
How can you help?

In preparing for our school review there will be the 

opportunity for the school community to be involved. 

We are currently devising a plan in how we will 

receive this information feedback such as forums and 

surveys which focuses on our 4-year journey and 

school data. Please check the COMPASS newsfeed 

regularly so you can be part of the process. We value 

your thoughts and contributions. 

Our School Review will take place over three days 

commencing 18th October and completed by 26th

October. Our School Reviewer who guides us through 

this process is Ms Wendy Hobbs, who is associated 

with Monash University. There will also be two 

critical friends who will assist us to reflect on where 

we are and the next phrase of our journey. I have 

sourced a Principal within the Kingston Principal 

Network and an Inner-City Melbourne school to 

support us through this journey. Our School Council 

President Adrian Fitzgerald will also attend these 

three days to give a community perspective during 

our discussions and research. From this work by all 

stakeholders, our School Strategic Plan for the next 

four years will be devised.



PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
Beacon Team –

Congratulations to the newest members of the 

Beacon Team! The following students submitted 

excellent applications and were chosen to join this 

special group of leaders who are passionate about 

improving Parktone Primary School.   

Will Carlson, Ollie Shaw, Juliette Tensen, Adija Mittal, 

Long Long Wu, Aiden Meyers, Gigi Marziano, Jessica 

Tabois and Chloe Brennan. Great effort everyone!

They join existing Beacon Team members: Jim Garnet, 

Crystal Louey, Lucas Lee, Sophie Buckingham, 

Charlotte Carol, Mavis Johnson, Vanessa Comarmond, 

Emily Adams, Sienna Vullers, Elena Ziemann, Maria 

Lazarchuk and Grace Greiner.

The Beacon Team’s first major project was designing 

and creating the table decorations and numbers for 

the Trivia Night. They also wrote, directed and filmed 

two short, thank you videos for the event. The 

Beacon Team members gave up many of their 

lunchtimes to complete this project and the results 

were fantastic. Thank you BEACON TEAM!

SPELLING WORKSHOP-

Last week, Parktone was fortunate enough to have 

spelling guru Chris Topfer with us to lead each team 

in a planning session. Chris brings a wealth of 

knowledge about spelling and is the author of 

Guiding Thinking for Effective Spelling. She explained 

practical ways to assess students’ spelling needs and 

implement a consistent, supportive spelling approach 

across the whole school at all primary levels.

The teaching of spelling has come a long way since I 

was at school where we rote learnt as many words as 

we could over the course of our education. Now, with 

Chris guiding us, we help the students to understand 

the patterns of words, where they come from, and 

why it matters. It’s an exciting and curious approach 

which the students (and the teachers!) love. 

One focus within our spelling work has been 

understanding morphology (the meaningful parts of 

words). By exploring spelling in this way, students 

make connections to words they otherwise wouldn’t. 

An example of this would be play/ful.

Play is the base word here

Ful is the suffix which means ‘full of’ or having the 

‘characteristics of’. There are many other suffixes that 

could be added to our base word, such as: Play/ING, 

Play/ED, Play/S, Play/ER. All these suffixes create 

new words and the students can easily see how they 

are all related by the base word PLAY. 

You could have a go at home with your kids to see 

how many prefixes (meaningful part added to the

beginning of a base or root word) and suffixes 

(meaningful part added to the end of a base or root 

word) you could add to the base word PLAY.

You could also see how many different BASE words 

you could add the suffix FUL to, like:

Cheer/ful and Care/ful…

Wishing you a JOY/FUL exploration of spelling with 

your kids! 



PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
Performing Arts/Circus

During Term 3, the year 3 and 4 students have been very 
excited about their performing arts program where they 
have been working with the company ‘Circus Crew’ to 
learn tricks and skills. During their weekly session with 
the company students have participated in activities 
such as hoola hooping, stilts, spinning plates, juggling 
cloths, diablos and devil sticks. In addition, students 
have been learning special lifts and doing human 
pyramids in small groups. The excitement is in the air as 
each class has been assigned specific equipment for their 
upcoming performance in September. The mystery will 
all be uncovered soon and the students are so eager to 
show their parents their new skills. 

The Year 5 and 6 students are excited to commence their 
production rehearsals on Monday. STOMP, a theatre 
company are coming into Parktone to support our Year 5 
and 6 students to learn the play titled ‘The Amazing 
Race’. Prior to the commencement, students have been 
reading the script and getting to know the characters 
and songs. Auditions are currently being held and we are 
so proud of the students who have confidently 
auditioned in front of their peers and supporting each 
other throughout this process. We are looking forward 
to learning our songs and dance to accompany the 
performance. 

House Athletics Carnival

The excitement was in the air this 
term as the students from years 3 
to 6 conquered the Parktone House 
Athletics Carnival. The team spirit 
from all houses was present from 
the moment the students jumped 
off their buses. Throughout the day 
the students threw discuses and 
followed through with their 
shotputs striving for distance. 
Moving along the list of events the 
students took part in the three 
jumps: high, long and triple. Finally, 
the teachers were thrilled to cheer 
on their students as they ran in 
either hurdles, the 100 or 1500 
meter races. What an achievement 
to all students who participated. 
Parktone is proud to have so many 
students sharpening the saw in an 
event such as this. 



PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

First 100 days of school
In Week 3 the Preps celebrated their 100th Day of 

Prep.

The students started the day with a dance parade 

around our new hall. We continued the party 

back in the classroom with ‘100 Days of School’ 

Crowns and biscuit decorating.

We thank all the families for helping us achieve 

100 Days of School and we look forward to having 

many more fun days ahead!

Happy Birthday Pippa

Pippa will have her third birthday on Monday. Time 

has certainly flown, as it just seems like yesterday, 

she was introduced to the school community.

It has been great being back at school with our focus 

on learning and wellbeing. Everyone in our 

community please look after yourselves.

Cheers Genevieve



PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

Aerobics Update

On the 23rd of July, our Year 3/4 Aerobics team, 

Parktone Stars, and Year 5/6 team, Parktone 

Power, enthusiastically competed at the FISAF 

State Championships. Both teams performed 

exceptionally well, taking out the gold medal in 

their sections and earning a place at the National 

Championships in Brisbane. This amazing result 

reflects the hard work and dedication that they 

have consistently put forward during training 

sessions. We wish them the very best of luck and 

know that they will make Parktone proud when 

they take the stage at Nationals in September. Go 

girls!

Building Works

Our current building works are starting to take 

shape. Yesterday the concrete was poured in the 

toilet area, with eager children watching the 

event. Now the sewerage and other pipe works 

are in concrete. We look forward to the internal 

structure of the toilets taking shape in the coming 

weeks.

Last Friday, a huge crane came onsite to 

commence the steel structure of our new Library. 

Roy, our project manager, is carefully cross 

checking all aspects of the works so that all 

measurements are correct, by consulting with 

numerous engineers and architects who are 

requested to rechecking the project plans. It is 

anticipated that these works will continue well 

into next week. Once these are completed the 

brickwork, external walls and roof will 

commence. 



PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
Community Safety

Lynne, our lovely crossing lady is very 

concerned about how the students and the 

general school community are crossing the 

roads to get into the school grounds. We 

have had some near misses on the corner 

of McSwain and Robert Street as students 

are crossing the road on this corner rather 

than walking down to the crossing. Please, 

always use the crossing then walk up to the 

corner gate to enter the school.

SCHOOL REVIEW

It has been four year since we completed our last 

School Review. A School Review helps a school 

community by identifying goals and targets to 

improve student outcomes in the school’s next 

four-year School Strategic Plan. The new school 

review model is designed to reflect the 

significance of review outcomes for school 

leadership, professional practice, curriculum 

content, student voice and school culture.

The new review model engages all School Review 

Panel members in gathering and testing evidence 

about current school performance. Thoughtful 

examination of performance data is an essential 

part of the core Panel members’ task. This, 

teamed with observations and fieldwork, 

determines the actions that will help the school 

to improve. In respecting the insights that data 

provides, it is important that the school review 

process also acknowledges that the improvement 

journey for every school is different. There is no 

‘one size fits all’ formula for school improvement

Parktone Trivia Night

After a 2 year, COVID related hiatus, the Parktone 

Trivia night made its return. A packed house saw 

plenty of socialising, bidding, trivia and games raising 

an impressive amount of funds which will  go towards 

purchasing new books and commissioning a Leader In 

Me tree which will be a stunning centrepiece to our 

beautiful new library. Thanks again to Jacinta Hawley 

and her team of helpers who went above and beyond 

organising the fantastic night. 
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 DRINKS & FROZEN TREATS 
HOMEMADE SANDWICHES, WRAPS 

& ROLLS 
HOT FOOD 

Fresh Fruit Smoothie  
Bottled Water (600 Ml)  
Frozen Fruit Cup (100% juice) 
Apple/Blackcurrant/Mango 
Ice-Cream Cones  
Pineapple Ring  
Watermelon Pop  
Banana Pop (Choc Tip)  
Paddle Pop Chocolate Rainbow 
Icy Twist 

$3.00 
$2.00 
$1.00 
 
$1.00 
$0.50 
$0.50 
$1.00 
$2.00 
$1.50 
 

Fresh Sandwich (White or Whole meal 
bread) 
 
(GF add $1.00) white or Whole meal roll 
and wrap add 50c 
Cheese 
Vegemite 
 
Choose from the following fillings: 
Ham, Chicken, Tuna, Egg or Egg & 
Lettuce, Tomato, Cheese, Carrot, 
Beetroot, Cucumber, Lettuce 

• Sauces: mayo, tomato, sweet 
chilli 

• Sushi – soy sauce squeezee 
 
Salad wrap /or Plate 
(Lettuce, Tomato, Carrot, Cheese, Mayo) 
Salad Plate with Ham, Chicken, Tuna or 
Egg 
 
Salad Wrap with Sweet Chilli Tender 
(Lettuce, Tomatoes, Carrot, Cheese, 
Beetroot, Cucumber, Mayo and Sweet 
Chilli Sauce) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
$2.30 
$2.30 
 
$3.30 
 
 
 
No 
Charge               
0.20c 
 
$4.00 
 
 
 
 
$6.00 

Spaghetti Bolognese 
Beef Lasagne 
Macaroni & Cheese 
Nachos Cheese & Salsa                 gf 
Noodle Box Chicken and 
Vegetables 
Noodle Box – no chicken         v/vg 
Pizza (Hawaiian or Margherita) 
Cheese Burger with Cheese and 
Tomato Sauce 
Chicken Wrap Sweet Chilli Tender 
Lettuce Sweet Chilli Sauce 
Chicken Burger with Lettuce 
(Mayo Optional) 
Chicken Nuggets – 4 
Hot Dog – with or without sauce 
Hot Dog                                             v 
Lite Pie 
Sausage Roll 
Party Pie 
Dim Sim 

• Sauces: mayo, Tomato, 
Sweet Chilli 

• Soy sauce squeezee 
 
Nuggets Meal 
(Peas, Corn on the Cob and 
Seasoned Wedges)  

$4.00 
$4.20 
$4.00 
$4.00 
$4.00 
 
$4.00 
$4.00 
$4.00 
 
$4.00 
 
$4.00 
 
$3.00 
$4.00 
$4.00 
$4.00 
$4.00 
$1.20 
$1.20 
No 
charge 
0.20c 
 
$4.80 

SPECIAL MEAL DAYS JAFFLES – HOT BAGELS 

Monday – Thursday only - $3.00 
Box Hot Potato Wedges 

 
$6.00 Lunch Special 

Box Hot Potato Wedges 
2 Nuggets 
1 Muffin 

1 Hot Chocolate 
 

Wednesday only - $2.40 
Sushi Hand Roll - Crispy Chicken Teriyaki, Tuna or 

Vegetarian (Cucumber and Carrot) 
 

$6.50 Lunch Special 
2 Sushi Hand Rolls 
1 Fruit Smoothie 

Soy Sauce (squeeze on) – 20c 
 

 
Cheese   
Cheese and Vegemite  
Ham and Cheese  
Ham Cheese and Tomato  
Ham and Pineapple  
Ham Cheese and Pineapple 
Baked Beans / Spaghetti  

 
$3.00 
$3.00 
$4.00 
$4.00 
$4.00 
$4.00 
$4.00 
 

Paper Bag 

If you need a paper bag, please add 20c to your order.  DO 
NOT use staples or paper clips on the bags.  Please write: 

Child’s Name, Grade, Food Order & Cash amount enclosed 
on the bag. Reusable lunch bags available for $11 

 

Online 

You can order your child’s lunch 
on line at - Quickcliq.com.au  
All you need to do is make an 

account and please have orders 
in by 8.45am 

Canteen hours of operation 

Recess : 10.40am – 11.10am 

Lunch : 1.00pm – 1.50pm 

 

*(v) = vegetarian 

*(vg) = vegan 

*(gf) = gluten free 
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Do you love the snow? Interested in joining a Parktone Snowsport Team? The 
Interschool Snowsport Championships provides an opportunity for Australian school 
students of all ages to experience Snowsport and to participate at either a recreational 
or competitive level.

Students Kindergarten to Year 12, compete for their school as part of a team or an 
individual in any of our nine discipline events.

Each year, over 7,000 school students from nearly 700 schools compete at Interschools 
events. Thousands of students have been introduced to competitive ski and snowboard 
competitions through the Interschools Championships, establishing a life-long love for 
the sport.

From Interschools, many students have gone on to professional instructing, coaching 
and competing in higher level competitions, including World Cups and the Olympics.

Over 80 Australian Olympians and Paralympians have began their competition days in 
the Interschools Snowsport Championships. 

For more information, email Patty Fong (Blake, Grade 2) and check out what its all 
about.  - patt.fong09@gmail.com
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